To BE CONTINUED...

O nce te exclisive province of action-adventure m ovies, te seque Bhas arrived in te
worll of Berature. Encouraged by tie success of Scar btt(over 2 m i Mon copies soll), tie
seque o Gone Wit te Wind, book editors exerywhere hawe been scram b ing © find Rer-
ary "properties" suitab B for exension.

Ever wonder whathappened o H eatt cHF?Now you can read H : The Story ofH eat -
clffs Jumey Back o Wutering Height, pub lshed Bstmont by Pocket Books. Did
Huck make it te Erritories2An answer can be found in Mistr Grey, te furber ad\en-
tures of H uck Bberry FHnn, which Four Wall EightWindows pub khed BstMay. Lara's
Chili, aseque o Dr. Zhivago, is due outfrom Doub Bday nextyear. O ccupying a dubious
phce in te cullure, tese seque I are Berary piecew ork, creatd 1 order and caku ked
ride on tie success oftieir i Bistrious progenitors.

Butwhatifagifed writr renersed tie order ofte pub Esher's priority and depended on
an inspiration m ore aestetic tan commercialPWhatifte basis for aseque Bwas mere
te plasure ofte Herary im agination?With tese questions in mind, te editors ofH arp-
er's Magazine invitd six distinguished aut ors o writ a seque o a favorie work of ker-
ature.

RABBIT RESURRECTED

By Dawvd Foser Wa Bhce

In tis seque Ito RabbitatRest, which ended wit te hero on his deathbed, beset
wit transmurall infarctions and tie consequences of his own appeties, Rabbit
Angstrom , am bivalnthero of four Reall Big Now 1, ati ke, adu Eerer, Repub Ican,
dul¥ designaktd obsener of te U.S. scene, and synecdoche of a generations pat os,
negotiaks te pitfall of post e America in his own erratic way, and Bamns some \ery
specialltrutis he'd suspectd allabng...

The brighthed ofhappy unte Ing from which
his son% straining face recedes has notdesered
him, Rabbit Angstom fel. The bed mere ¥
ik atte footand erect ite K rising, Rabbit
wit it Behind his eyes te red cawe he had
toughtwas te exitreneall ite F haw been
his brains own cobr, it red m usic; dark ness now
fhws Kke spilld ink in atalsides untiite col
or shrinks © te frozen star of a € Isions kst
point of kght ten out Notdarkness butwhat
exer is it absence. Rabbit hears earliss¥ te
bBnk whine ofte heartmonitor and his fam i-
¥s Kabuki cries ofse Econcemed grief, tie chud
of defibri Bition padd Bs trying © stun whatis no
bnger his. He is nothis body- can I keep my

prick in heaven?is his fistwill tought and
on it heell te otier question of heawen it-
e K ofstwhere is he off o, fhating.

Instad ofte cacophony ofhis big body% con-
stantrem inders, Rabbits sense ofhim se Fis now
mere § & huge and cllan, awhi® idea, unktiered,
rising ke ared balbonwhose red is Bss te col
or ofcandy app s tan ofasquat, soll Amish bam
in te ob lgue Nghtofa Rennsy Lania m id-to- ke
afernoon. As beneat him te s ke roofs ofte
De Bon hospitallcom p Bx fistform a patem of
il wit oterroof and tenme kinto tie b e
and green gem te Athntic wears, Rabbitfinds
te star expanding, his inner \sion restored but
akred. As an astringent Ightte same b Bached
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b e as te De Bon ICU yawns outfrom bot sides
ofagassy pink wam t he scream s at Baving, & a
s Bp% sharp sting on his tiny plim ofa botiom
meet te invered face of te obsetrician who
holls him by ahee Brephced immediak ¥ by te
moon ofhis moters face rising and breaking ino
crescent over te edge ofacrib, ten tie sight
oftie nubb ¥ rug rushing up © sBp him as his
fistfatseps fai fRabbitreallzes alt ose fags in
sandall had been right and he was aboutt re-ex-
perience, in ime Hpse, exery
sensuous experience he'd ever
had. Here ey alare, each
minut ¥ described:

[om ited]

[cont p. 284]

...inair tinged tie b body
B\vender of a sunrise ower an
Ipswich dune, Rabbit was
heartore. H ow quick ¥, in te
dim Cineplx of recall te
associations rose and passed!
How Hul te Frical
metphors his head conjured
for exerytiing he saw, te

poetic anabgies tat had

b bom ed beside mill boxes

and damp screens, pubic
hair and Toyotes, pim bers he bers and Jnice’s
poor s bted mout, im ages howering pallied ke te
faint U Fghost tatshadowed € B\ised im ages
before exerybody alofasuddenhad © hawe tose
cab B hookups, or ke te odd chwers fourt Baf,
Jutiing so\ain wit it \allntine creases between
whatwas comple initeF...ormaybe more ke
te echo ofayode lin a\oid, because how dam ned
It tey added up D, tiese unke ¥ obsenations
ofase Fcentred cbd, tese beations of kerary
meaning in te ang I of kgh ton prefab siding in te
smoot hiss ofa pub kc fart, tiese stings of pedes-
trian epiphanies tathe had presumed Hied him
abowe te herd ofaloterse Fcentred pedesti-
an cbds o become te disti Bk ofan American
generation. A lgh ost, gone tie m om entseen.

H e is abne, rising erectin tie ceru Ban space
abowe tie dazzlng frozen gauze of te chbuds-
boi Ing, radiant, m otion Bss, &rrib I, si lknt, and
climped. H e is by himse IE No wice booms off
his skulor p licks athis gow n’% s Bexe. Rabbitdis-
Ies being by himse IE Wiltere be no one ©
guide him on a fllgh tt athas become Bss upw ard
tan stolld ¥ out, expanding?No one © bantr
wit ?To hear his opinions, views2Woull tere
be perhaps some way t get hid, m aybe 2Afdis-
em bodied, is he unm anned“H is idea ofheawen
is notw ings" fliter or robes” fbw. Rabbits heawv
en, a ecumenicallin it spiriualty as Tertl
lan's he B com prises an infinity of snatch. H e
rises, erect, meditative. Woull tiere be vaginas
where he was going, \eginas final¥ freed from te
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shrilsil \essell around tem, bodikss, pun-
gent and rubicund, swadd Bd in ange Ic Enen
or straining pbim p around some Unitarian G-
string”?The odd breastor two, detached, ob lg-
ingArabs saw heawen as formen, te accreditd
dead enjying te spicy favors ofb hck-eyed \ir-
gins for aleemity. Was ittoo kEe © conert?
Woull a Bpsed Episcopallan who s bpped te
botioms of minisers® wiwes stand a chance at
b ks atte op oftis rise PRabbitasks ofte air-
Bss ble: oWhom willhe be he B accounteh #?2
The we Mdressed, sad-sme @ing God of te
Springers airbss church ?Some Catollc intr-
cessor wit an infantather it2Weedy, beam ing
Eastrn gods wit hookahs and pe Bcan be BMes™?
Some sem Dutch Reform personage wit te
b hck coatand pall dour face ofaH all oi I?

And he begins © wonder, as he rises, weight
Bss and squeezed into te nawy b e dome, rising
ke abubb ¥ in beer, Nss pushed by any pressure
tan drawn by pressure’s absence, rising itseems
o some surface where he ®ars he willas in I,
mere b spread, refract Igh tforawhilt, and dis-
appear wit atin pop,whathe willbe he il ©
answer for. H ow stood his account 2Sure ¥ W h o-
exer decided mustm ake albwances for a characer
dam ned at conception © act out alAm erica’s
narcissistic, grim ¥ prurientdram a. And sure ¥
Rabbits balbnce sheetis writen in wo inks. The
sun fill tie cone ofhis upward sight, expands
witoutheat Sure ¥ each ke afernoon aH as-
sy riding asquealing Mim on his hand Bbars can-
ce Bd out an occasion on which he'd seen a
woman and wondered how she woull do instead
ofwho she was. Sure § his exasperakd kindness
toward Ne lon tie chill appeared opposit such
snafus as adead JMor te brie®stof ustonce s kps
wit adaugh®r-in-Bw who'd been asking for it
for years. On¥ hum an, afer all Sure ¥ Rabbitis
headed foraheawvenhe’s nexer Bt

Much bolered, Rabbitis ab# © chbse his
eyes;cobrbboms behind his Bds. H ow sweet®
see stars cbtied around a Rtsun. The stars bum
brightand coll as Btice, and as whatis Bftofhim
Bawes te resthehind, Rabbitsees te stars, and
te stars behind te stars, coallsce into te im-
age ofatree. The tree is a rood, and does notwu-
suall or metaphorical resemb B any oter tee,
or any oter ting, which for obvious reasons
disturbs Rabbita bt Buthung abftte schem a
tized branches, and subtnding te Hghtspike
root ke Bafy brach &, hanging and sitting, ke
baub ks, obct for Rabbits obsenation and
(tough not connection) p Basure, is e\eryone
he's exerknown who died and rose: Mom , Pop,
baby Becky inher tomb ofgray watr, Skeetr,
JB ol man Springer, Theha wit her rash-
conered am s out, poor w allyed Peggy Gring, Mr.
Abendrot te postnan who went house ©
house ke doctors used 1, te obsetrician whol



yanked him from te infinity he dreamed ofand
spanked him awake, altie rest more tan any-
one cou M e\er count shades: pal wisps ofim -
ages, as yetinsubstantiallas Btgauze, as m istoff
a dawn Susquehanna. Its a sollpsists heawen,
fu Mofhis ow n dead perceptions.

Here ey alare, Rabbits tree’s decorations,
crying outo te whit animallwho wist upw ard
toward tem in an erectbed, crying outto Rab-

bit© be resurrectd, reseen, by He whose at
tntion had made tem. And Rabbitdispenses
mercy, inaheawenhe’s nexer Bt 0 tiese sup-
plcantghost ofhis Ee’% sight Here ey all
are: minue ¥ described. Each .

David Foser Walkce is tie autor of The Broom of tie
Systm, anowe Band GirlWit The Curious H air, a co B¢
tion ofstories. H e Ies in New York Stat.
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