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Peoria (9)
“Whispering Pines”

Under the sign erected every May above the interstate highway read-
ing SPRING 1S HERE—THINK FARM SAFETY and through the NE
ingress with its own defaced name and signs discouraging solicitation
and Speed Limit and universal glyph for children at play and down the
blacktop’s gauntlet of doublewide showpieces past the rottweiler fuck-
ing nothing in spasms at chain’s end at the end and the sound of fry-
ing through the kitchenette window of the trailer at the hairpin right
and then hard left along the length of a speedbump into the dense
copse as yet uncleared for new singlewides and the sound of dry things
snapping and stridulation of bugs in the duff of the copse and the two
bottles and bright plastic packet impaled on the mulberry twig, seeing
through shifting parallax of thin limbs sections then of trailers along
the North park’s anfractuous roads and lanes skirting the corrugate
trailer where it was said the man left his family and returned sometime
later with a gun and killed them all as they watched Dragnet and the
torn abandoned 16-wide half-overgrown by the edge of the copse
where boys and their girls made strange agnate forms on pallets and
left bright torn packs until a mishap with a stove blew the gas lead and
ruptured the trailer’s south wall in a great labial tear that exposes the
trailer’s gutted insides to view from the edge of the copse and the plu-
rality of eyes as the needles and stems of a long winter crunch and snap
beneath a plurality of sneakers where the copse leaves off at a tangent
past the end of the undeveloped cul de sac where they come now at
dusk to watch the parked car heave on its springs. The windows
steamed nearly opaque and that it seems to move without running, the
car, squeak of struts and absorbers and a jiggle that seems to wish to be
rhythmic but isn’t. The birds at dusk and the smell of snapped pine
and a younger one’s gum. The car’s shimmying motions resemble those
of a car moving at high speeds along a bad road, making the Buick’s as-
pect dreamy and freighted with menace in the gaze of the girls who
squat at the copse'’s risen edge appearing dyadic and half tree and
owlish of eye, watching for the sometime passage of a limb’s pale shape
past a window (once a bare foot flat against it and itself atremble),
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moving incrementally forward and down each night in the weeks be-
fore true spring, wordlessly daring one another to go up close to the
heaving car and peer in, which the only one who ever does is no
longer here.
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