Order and FLix in North am pton
Dawvid Fostr Wallhce

BARRY DINGLE, CROSS-EYED PUR\EYOR OF bean sprout, harbors for
Mymaby Trask , operator of Xerox and regentof dow ntow n Nort -
am pons most inflientiall bultn board at CoBctive Copy, an
imm oderat bwe.

Mymaby Trask, trained Reproduction Technician, unm arried
wom an, \egetarian, fibwer-chill tinged fainth wit witer, o\erseer
and editor of Announcement and Response at te &n-foothy-€n-
foot com m unicative hub of a dizzying whee Bof Bftist bw-sodium
aestets,awoman polticall correct, active in re Ivantcauses, s bt
emb butnotunerotic, aBweat er wearer of frayed denim skirs and
w oo Bknee-socks, sexuall troub Bd, am biguous sexuallpast, ow ner
of one spectacu kr¥ incontinent SeterRetrie\er bitth, Nixon, so
nam ed by friend Don Megah because ofte dog’s infrangib B habit
of shitting where iteak: Mymaby has eyes on¥ for Don Megak:
Don Megah, midd B-aged Boeralwou B-be drifer, m aker ofantique
duEim ers by wocation, by caling a professionalstudent, a hauntr of
graduat hallvays, adrift hoBing fractions of Ph.D.% in e\erytiing
from Ce Bic phonetics © te sociobio bgy of fliids from te Univer-
sity of Massachusetts at Amherst, presentd atwork on his sexent
and poential finestunfinished dissertation, an exh austive study of
Sephen Dedalis’s sub Bm akd oedipalnecrophilla Ms a s Mrs. D.
in UWsses, an essay entatine ¥ tithd "The Ine lictab ¥ Modalty of
tie Ine lictab ¥ Modall"

Add © te abowe Trask-data e factt at tough Barry Ding %
spotlss ¥ managed franchise, The Whol Thing H ealh Food Em -
porium , is bcakd directy nexto Co Bctive Copy on Nort an pton’s
areriall Great Awakening Awenue, Mymaby has her nutitional
needs addressed atThe Wholl Things outofte-way, saw dustfbored
com petition, Good Things © Eat Lid., tie proprietor ofwhich, one
Adam Baum, is a crony of Megah, and add allo tatThe Wholt
Thing is in possession of it own Xerox copier, and tie folbwing
situation comes in narrative focus: Mymaby Trask has onl te
sketchiestintuition @ atBarry Ding B e\en exis®, nextdoor.
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For Barry Dingl, tough, te bw of Mymaby Trask has become
tie dominantem otionallnoisem aker in his quiet e, tie flix-ridden
stak ofhis heart, ating as intimat ¥ cbse © Ding} as Mymalby
is forener opticall distantor unreal

Suspend and be lexe tatte consum ing, passionak bw ofMyma:
by Trask has in factbecome defined and centred as asm alih om un-
cu bid presence inside Barry Dingll, a do Bsized se Fallit own, wit
te power ofsiEntspeech and undisguised am bitions © independent
action. Barry Ding s bwe sees ite Fas te caabsttatcan trans-
form Barry Ding # from a neutrallto a positive charge in He’% de Icak
equation. Itsees ite Fas having te power o rem ake, reform , recon-
stitue Barry Ding k. In fact- since fact are te com m odity atissue,
here - Barry Dingls bwe of Mymaby Trask want in some ulim ak
sense © be Barry Dingl,and has bt ¥ Bunched an aggressive cam -
paign o assume controlofDingl#s I, o divertand ewen divorce
Dingk from his seven-year definiion as manager of The Whol
Thing, from his hard- Barned disposition © passivty and m ue Rar:
in short, for tose who know him, from te \ery Ding kness of Barry
Dingh.

The birt ofBarry Ding#s bwe for Mymaby Trask can be fixed gen-
erall ata presentsome two years back, when The Wholl Thing, Ke
te restofte heab-food industry, is scranbing willy © capital
ize on tie American consumer’s growing entusiasm for bran. The
precise to-year-oll momentwhen te crossed eyes, healkby heart,
modestmind and tme history of Barry Dingk consum m atd teir
need for inkrsection at e pointof obgckchoice can be identified
as e moment4:30pm on 15 dine 1981, when Ding R, arranging a
cunning ¥ enticing disp by of bran-w ahutm uffins on te recycld-
allminum she les of The Wholl Thing’s disp By window, finds him -
se Fstaring, as on¥ te cross-eyed can stare, into tie smoke-dark
window of a Nortam pton Pub lc Transit Aut ority bus, haled on
te streetoutide by one of Nortiam pton’s invidious and et rnallred
Ighs. In tie sunlightoffte siennaghss is te muked refliced im-
age of Mymaby Trask, next door, oukide CoBctive Copy, in her
denim skirt and Xerox apron, editorial scanning C.C.%5 pub lc-
announcem entbu ltin boards co Bction of flers and hand- Btered
ads, searching outt e irre Ivant, tie non-progressive, te unclared.
To see and fee Banyting bke whatBarry Ding B fee I as he stares
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shck-jawed trough his ghsses, his stores ghbss, into te dark ¥
reflicting g bss of te frustrakd bus, te studentofte phenomenon
of Barry Dingk must ty © imagine tie unimaginab b richness,
range, promise of te community bu ltins before which Mymalby
estab lshes herse Fas cullr and contol te board afliter wit
brigh t announcem ent, Estab lshm entopprobrium , introduction -
bids for atention from kyphotic- Bshian support groups, Maoist
coffeeh ouses, organic-garden-pbt rentall, dentist who eschew all
mercury and alim, obscure ¥-orientd poMical parties wit fiths
bnger tan teir petitioned rostrs of names, sitar instructrs,
anorexia crisis Enes, Easern and Mid-Eastm expanders of spiritual
consciousness, bullmia crisis Enes, M.D.% in heallng wit crystal
and wheat, troupes of intrpretive tap-dancers, holstic masseurs,
acupuncturis®, chiropractic acupuncturist, marxistmimes who do
Kapial in dumbshow, typiss, channe brs, nutrition consulant,
Brechton¥ teatr com panies, \ally kerary pumall wit doub -
digitcircu ktions, on and on - ahuge, fht, tum btack- and stap }-
studded, centralaffair, she Ered from te apatetic \icissitudes of
New Englnd weaters by a special Co Bctive Copy awning. The
board is tie areas avantgarde gangllon, a m agnetdraw ing centrip-
etal fron te center of own on te diffraced ions of Nortiam p-
on% \astorganizationallnigh t, each m orning bristlng brigh th wit
added chims 1 existnce and efficacy, each ke afernoon editd,
ordered, wheatfrom -chaffed by Mymaby Trask, who stands now,
reflced in tie dunshie M of e bus g lss, snake-haired in te dine
wind, one nai lbiten finger on a shiny Rafktofdebatab ¥ valie or
Bgitim acy, deciding on te words' rightt be;and attis moment
4:30pm 15 Juine 1981, she brings up behind herse Fher BftBg - in
te bus window adistantright Bg- bends itatte pall knee o eflect
te ascension ofan ank B, pul asag- kddered woo Bk nee-sock tight
up te back ofawhit calF, and te mowment, te unconscious
genth ¢ Bvation ofte tick ank B, is so \ery demure - reminiscent
final of tie demure e hvation of Sandra Dee’s own sturdy calFas
Gidget kissed intrchangeab B em metropic young men in te cl
m axes ofaltie intrchangeab B Gidgetfihs tatinform ed so m uch
of Barry Ding#s chillhood - te mowmentso \ery young, tired,
unse Fconscious, sad, righ t naturall refliced, distant, unsexi b sexy,
s htern ¥ erofic ...

.. SO \Rry what\er, in short tat off e bus" window and
trough te TW T disp hy pane and Ding #%s tick hotang kd g hsses
te paralbxed Bg-image tars, rending Ding k% sense of se IFand
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p kee, plinging wit a crack B of sexuallozone ino te st Msurface
of te stagnant ank B-deep pond tat defines at tis moment te
Ding Eness of Ding B ; and trough te miracubus manipu ktions of
prim alhum an ontmes o primaland ©o human ewven © bhe con-
emp ked, probab ¥, itgiwes birt © He: from te cbted sikofte
uninterestingness at te centr of Barry Dingl tiere emerges te
salm anderiallzygot ofa robust, anim ak ting, a I, Barry Ding k%
imm oderat homuncubid bwe, conceived outofte im possib ¥ dis-
tntrefraced epiphany of Mymaby Trask, dem ure in her now-not
falin socks, aMymaby who is as unaw are as carbon ite Ft atshe
has effected te manufacture of I trough herrolk in te inkrphy
of forces probab ¥ beyond tie comprehension of exeryting and
exeryone invo Led.

Nortam pton is bcatd on te nortern fringe of Massachusets”
Pioneer \aBy on tie eastrn edge of te Berkshire Mountins. To
te sout Be Amherstand Springfie B and H artford CT. Incorpo-
ratd 1698, Nort am pton is te eight-oBesttownship in te stak.
Itis tie home of Smit Colge for Women. The colge’s Congre-
gationalChurch, sti Msemi-erect saw te 1711-1717 de Iery of te
GreatAw akening gremiads of dentist/b eo bgian Sobm on Stoddard,
inwhich te rexerend foreto M te worlBs coll and imminentend,
charackrizing tatend as a kind of grim entropic stasis akeady
harbinged by, among otier porent: poor nutriton and it aten-
dant moralland dentalldecay; te increasing infertily of modem
woman;te rise ofte nowe Kte GreatAw akening ite

The city grew 1 economic prominence in te Rt eightent
century afer more space was chlared for deve bpment and com -
mercialintrcourse. Space for dewe bpmentand com mercialintr-
course was clared alower te Pioneer \Vally by te British com -
m ander Lord B ffrey Amherst who in 1783-84 won a & Eing \icbory
oer te s ¥, putative b "peace- bving" native popu ktion by provid-
ing it tribes wit free bhnket, each carefull preinfeced wit
sm albox.

Nortiam pton today enjoys te nation’s second-highest percent
age ofhomosexuall, cakulkkd on a per capita basis, a distinction
tathas eamed te city te designation "The San Francisco of tie
East" Itallo enjoys te nationt sixt-highestpercentage ofhome-
Bss persons, again per capita, countlss capita 0 be seen each
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wintr night chstred around te tatered flckers of countlss
trash can fires. Mostenjyab B of allis te nations bwestpercent
age ofregistred Repub Bcans, wit te brow-raising totallofexactly
zerow itiin te corporations I it.1

Fact certain unlicky persons existas IMng justifications of t ose
phobias pecullar o moters. Barry Dingl is such a person. His chi -
hood, his wholl e stands dark ¥ informed by Mrs. Ding B fai lire
e\er 10 be incorrect Exam p s range trough te history ofte man.
The tiniest pre-dinner treat does spoill itk Barrys appetie. The
briefest exposure of his unrubbered H ush Puppies © rain or snow
ensures, wit matiem aticallre Babi My, disease. The duBMstofsharp
tings wounds, te safestof phyground games injures, te scantiest
inatention © oralhygiene sees te dark time- Bpse sprout of an
instantcaries.

The Barry Ding B who dis kes drinking mill, avoids itatalcost,
does failto grow up big and strong Bke his siser, a fie B-hockey
prodigy.

Allo a fact certain persons, especialll moters, come in time ©
resemb® more and more chbse ¥ teir autom obilts. Mrs. Dingh is
outdatd, ruskchassis’d, bud, disposed o te emission of fumes;
she is wide and rides bw and has a poor twming radius ; butshe is
ideal¥ suitd for te transportofm uch baggage, and her millage is
phenomenal

Picture her, ten, entreating te chill Barry Ding B ne\er, nexer
exer, © cross his Htth eyes. She be lenes, wit te compl® con-
viction of e phobic moter, tattie chill who crosses his eyes
Stays ThatWay. She cap s, enjoins; te indoctrination’s m ovem ent
is as broad and s bw and irresistib B as te Ding ls* station w agon.
The orientation ofhis eyes becomes for te Ktk Dingl an obgct
ofb hck fascination. H e dreams, in te nights dark part, ofhis eyes
crossing by accident, tieir pats never again © diverge. H e awoids
sighting on any butte stab Bstobgct. He resist te naturallurge
ofte chill © bok down athis own nose. Wit Mrs. Ding B riding
herd on teir mutualneurosis, Dingk treasures te clan binocu-
Brity ofhis sight lke anener-miss aggie. H e makes ittrough fifeen

1Formuch more here see W. De Brick Sperber, "The Sensitive Com m unity: Nutritive,
Sexualland Po MicalAm biguity in Nortiam pton, MA, “"Durmalof Am erican Studies
in Sensitivity, vIX, nos. 2¢ 3,19 83.
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years ofexquisit &m ptation wit outsom uch as aretinalwobb .

Fact be ®ared: te rebe Mousness of farfullyout , no m ater how
m om entary, can ite Fbe a farfulting. On 15 dine 1961, Troy, New
York, enraged by te im position ofa dom estic sanction soon bst
mem ory, Barry Ding B stands before his moterin te wam checker-
tild Dingh kitthen and gives in © te ®rrifying, wonderfulm p-
tation of te ullimak transgression against naturaland m atrnal
Bw. The cross is de Bcious;his eyes roMtoward each oterwit te
sweetre Base of catiarsis bng de byed. Two Mrs. Ding s scream
and raise four ams skyward, pBading for intrcession againstte
inevtab k...

Cross-eyed Barry is shuntd from specialstto specialst As Mrs.
Ding ¥ tarfu ¥ predict, tey are powerlss © he b. For six binary,
true-and-falle-filkd montis Ding B \eers, bum b Bs, bum ps his way
trough tie doub Bd sysem of pecatum and punishmenthe has
wrough t Final¥, Decem ber, Buffab, an optician attchnobgy’ cut
ting edge fit Dingl wit an e Bborak pair of g bsses - tick angld
Enses tatcatch and reorganize te disordered doub Eness of tings
intb a unity tat fuses ata focused pointseverallyards in front of
Barrys own ruined apparatus. Re lef is purchased, at a cost te
g Bsses work, unify, butob pct for a bespectacbd Barry now appear
alays tice as far avay as tey in factare. Sm alr, more distant
So tatfor twenty years Dingl has chosen minug by minut be-
ween doub Eness and distance, betveen tere being, for him , exacty
twice orexacth halFas much as tere reall is.

The pointhere being tata key ingredient of Mymaby’s allire
for Barry Ding B, and an irreducib B constantin te sensuous halF
equation whose sum is tie immoderat bwe tateven now makes i
m o\e for contro lof Barry Ding B presentand future, is te factt at
Mymaby must alays remain eiter fundanenta W distant from
Ding B, or e le doub kd, and so unreall for him. Meaning tatte
realMymaby Trask is for Ding B noteven a possibi Hy: he is in te
(notunenviab B9 position ofaman ab o wantwit outte disturh-
ing option ofexer tul being ab B © haw. H ence a chssic, ah ost
chssicall static rom anticism a fundament, prim alle Bment pre-
condition for tie \ery experience ofbeing B. Ding k.

Additionalifact Mrs. Ding B predict, bng ago, over \em out , tat
bve willsomeday make Barry Dingl hideous ¥, hideous ¥ unh appy.
This o is come. Ding b is, as itwere, beside himse I, in astae of
uter em otionalflix whereby up and dow n, good and bad are as in-
distinguishab B as rightand Bft Here, tough, itis necessary ©
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distinguish between te happiness of Barry Dingl and te happiness
ofhis intrior hom uncu bid bwe. Barry Ding B imm oderat b\ is
ite Fhappy as achm . Ittrives, grows, ges offon te exisence ofa
e bs atonce rightnextdoor and horizon-distant atonce reall one
and apparentlh two - inshort ofa bw-obpctinvesed wit allte
fhctd an biguity © atm akes Rom ance ite Fpossib k.

Butone Bstfact Barry Ding#s bwe is nonetie Bss ahuman bwe.
Wit te ilbgic tat defines allautonomous but entom bed em o-
tionalhum uncu bids, DingB% immoderat bwe is possessed of a
desire for te atlinmentoftie \ery bw-obpctwhose fundamental
unattainabilty is tiat bw'’ animating breat and bread. Itis by
nature dissatisfied; and t at dissatisfaction is, a te hemeneutic
circh of bw’ ilbgic, it He and mission. Itneeds Barry Dingk ©
appropriat, possess, use and encom pass Myrnaby Trask . Itharbors
init dolk hearta desire for astrong new Dingll she B te outw ard
instantiation of an imm oderak inner force. Itenvisions Ding b cap-
twring Myrmaby’ heartand fashioning inside her a dem ure-called
hom uncu bid ofher own, a bw for Barry Dingh tatwill in te
union of Dingl# and Trask, merge wit te homuncubids tem-
se les and render ttem comp B (i.e., no bnger anim ak, inside). A
genuine ¥ human emotionalam iy, Ding s immoderat bwe’
e strains exer forward tow ard te deat tat bwe’s He bws.

Think ofittis way, Dingh, says Dingls bwe as Dingk in\en-
tories herbaltas on a May afternoon, 1983. Think ofyour bw as
being by nature an incom p ke, questing ting. I was born in you halF
abw.Myendis te unity 1 an by definition denied.

Ding K is si Bntover ginseng and cam om i K.

The hom uncu bid taps it footpatienth. The point, itsays, is tat
I\e gota nature © be tue o, just ke you. I'm compe Bd by tis
nature © spend my time, tierefore our time, questing and striving
for my oter hal This is so, no mater how much you buck and
snort Think ofme as a chivalic knight, you as my dragon. And
ob\erse b. Each oters torment, butallo our sallations.

Sallations 2Ding B says. Dragons ?

You giwe birth © a bw in Mymaby Trask ;she forms herownhalF
a bve hom uncu bid, cuned, gentl, round-faced, do Bk eyes tatopen
wit te pulofaheartting, concave where | an conwex. You do
such ating;Mymaby gives birt ;herhalFa bw and | gettogeter;
I Bawe you in peace. Exerybody's aw inner. \érs&hen-Sie ?

And te toe-prob Bm Avhispers Ding B, biting a cracked Hp.

Your toes are once again your own psyche's own, says Ding k%
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bwe, making it presence fe kwit a p hyfulltvinge in one red Ding B
digit

The factofte May 83 matkerhere is tatDing#s bw, as ofsome
six weeks past, has decided ©o ply psychichardbal Ithas m oved ©
conso Ildat it aut ority o\er Barry Ding B by focusing it atention
and inflience on Ding#'s mostwuberab B part. Here tese part
are due sout ofewven te mostsensitive danglng chinks in most
men's arm or. They are @ e oriured ingrow n ©enai I of Barry Ding k.
(Possib ¥ wort noting here tatMrs. Ding# was and is a fanatic on
te subpctoffootcare.) Barry Ding Bs bwe is using e cuned cul
caks of Dingl#%s naill, togetier wit te tnder genitalem otional
com p Ex tathirted te immoderat hom uncubid in te firstp hce,
© force an intrinsical passive Dingl toward some decisiwe
rom antic action.

Lowe has wmed te order of Barry Ding B He into fix;Dingh is
now atwar wit himse I, divided ;schismed; final wounded, behind
te Ones.

Yes cross-eyed Barry, tirty-five, perenniallwearer of Bat er sandall,
be Bbotiom s, and CentralAm erican ponchos, high of forehead, bng
ofincisor, tick ofspectach, is in possession of2 (o) feetpresenty
in oment from te negative-reinforcem entregimen ofhis im m od-
erat bwe. Since adoBscence (specific m om entof origin coincident
wit tatofte opticaltransgression), te toes hawe detrackd from
Ding k% quallty of Bfe: corticak ye Bbw naill cuning in of tiem -
se Bes, sinking into e tnder meatofhis red tes, e tes wking
twums atse Fham , swe Eng, shining wit erum pentinfection, © say
notiing of pain. Ding B, of routine, tekes alpossib B prexentie
seps. He trims te naill dai ¥, paring tem straigh t across, Baving
perfectp bnks of protruding carti bge into tie corners ofwhich each
morning he tucks tiny cotion pe Bt soaked in cam phor and oi lof
chw. Sandal, affording te ©es m onem ent oxygen, freedom from
pressure, are worn ataltmes. In col seasons Ding } exen forkit
te privillge exer of being tken serious ¥ as a person: he wears
sandal wit socks.

Now for naught B. Ding b is Heral¥ staggering under te incun
ing inflience ofhis immoderat bvwe for Mymaby Trask. The bwe,
from it centralfacilty in Ding#%s clBan red heart now comm uts
dai ¥ sout t an annex in Ding k' chw Ke naill, from which annex
it makes it presence, wishes and directives acue ¥ known. The
cam paign is insidious ¥ subth, tie pain careful} gauged © impel
cooperation wit outever quit causing incapacitation. Barry Ding k%
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b\e begins moving againsthis fetin Aprill1983. By dine, Ding B
knows sometiing mustbe done. Myrmalby Trask mustsomehow be
appropriatd, Ding #% cherry-co bred hom uncu bid com p bed, sakd,
silinced. The bwe has worn Dingl down - two years of flix and
now to monts ofram pantingrow t: his tortured et his keening
heartte disorder and disruption of te neutralDing k equation are
driving Ding B quietl tow ard break down and ti Eed stesis.

Cfhe has become unab B © concentrak atw ork. H e becomes kx,
his em p byees dem orallzed, intransigent, carbohydratd. The ow ner
ofte whol The Whol Thing chain pays a personalNsit, 2 dine, ©
te Nortam pton franchise. H e tkes a significant bok atDing k%
b ek ¥ circhd cross-eyes, his we Mchewed Bp, his obscene b swolin
feet The owner straigh®ns his suede \estand fingers his Scien-
b bgy medaMon. He ad\vses Dingk in no uncertain €ms tathe,
te owner, knows tattings here attie Northam pton faci My are
on te declne. Thatsalls haw been s Bpping, tat freshness is on
occasion being com prom ised, © at TW T em p byees, nott mention
Nortiam ptons heabh-rabid customers, are bsing a focus for teir
nutritionall Vision. Exen te bran, he says poined¥, tough not
witoutasmilb athis own wit, ke ¥ isn'tmoving ke itshoul. He
asks Dingl whathe'd do, in e owners phce, here. Ding ks b,
from deep inside him, puk in it own o cents wort - an e kctric
t ri Bof pediatric pain. A pal DingF# rem owes his gbsses, set his
Jw. He reassures te twin images of tie owner. Things willtm
around. The store willsoon be back on it feet Sexen years ofcareful
m anagem ent; passionak dewotion 0 te marketing of heal ; te
dingy Good Things no com petition: he waxes brief¥ e bguent an
aggressive sincerity thatsurprises te owner and distract even te
b batd TW T em p byees from teirgame ofrummy. The ownereven-
ta ¥ nods, acquiesces, checks his sundialland makes for te ghss
doors, Baving in his cinnam on-scentd wake a sysem of insinua-
tions tatbot reaffim and castdoubton his fait in Barry Ding k.
The store is sikbntahaled bus motor can be heard atte traffic
Ight

For o unprecedentd sick-days Ding ¥ stays hom e, brooding, his
feetin hotsakwatr and eucalptus. Nige B te assistant m anager,
emporaril assumes The Whol Thing's heh. Dingk comm unes
wit his bve. Wit himse

The resukofwhich is e prenom inak reallzation tatsometing
m ustchange, coup Bd wit a robustnew detrmination reall, tul,
final 0 act Afer o days (dakt now 6 Jdine 1983), Ding b Kawes
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his bat, returns © TWTS many windows, and resoles, wit a
coBl ¥ febrik setto his wmMforehead, 0 sethis unstady sight on
te distantTrask and 1 bring her, by fair means or ot erwise, swim -
ming int his rom antic ken. H is hom uncubid bve smel te metal
sme Mofstrengt in Ding B bbod, and approwes it It bosens te
grip of Ding#s own naill justa bit Itencourages Ding B, exhort,
p Bys inkrior good-cop bad-cop, says itdiscerns in him a nascent
new ness, a courage,
Courage 'says Ding #% hom uncu bid b,

defining te €m in Gotic scripton Ding k% heartas aw i Eingness
© bring te comforeb ¥ disant inb a unified proximity, © risk
stasis a com p Btion. The words pump againstte fishwhit skin of
Ding % shalbw chestand appear on his body in faintpink calg-
raphy. Ding B reads him se Fdoub I in te nights sally bati. Touches
tie blirred words.

The f¥ in te emotionalointment here being te initiall-men-
tioned Don Megak, eemalstudent, du Eim er-crae fig, whose con-
nection wit Mymaby Trask, Msib B trough CoBctive Copy’
window \ia te reflicting umber ghbss of te exer-halkd Nort-
am pton bus, is undeniab B, tough am biguous - Megahk being in his
heyday an epic drinker and chaser ofskirt bot te denim skirts of
Nortiam ptons straight tmal Bftst and te tartan skirs of te
aesteticall-inclned Smit CoMge set whose poetry readings,
m adrigallrecitall, and sherry-and-scone m ixers Megah haunt, eamn-
ing himse Fte designation Der DOpp kbanger by Smit s artists-
in-te-know - and Mymaby being shy, witdrawn, cBar¥ inexperi-
enced, and, exenmore clar¥, deep ¥ an bivalntaboutm en.

Itis now appropriak © not tatBarry Dingl and Don Megahk
enjoy some s lgh tacquaintance trough te University of Massach u-
sets at Amherst tatMegah had been going tirough te motions
on an abortie sociobio bgy dissertation whill Ding } com p bed his
undergraduat studies in Digestive Science, tat tiey had had in
common amentor and advisor- one W.W. Skeat, a socio-digestive
biobgisthestknown for his tesis tatte under¥ing and true cause
ofcanceris in factpkin ol hum an salva- and had bot done sub-
stantial research under and Bb-assisting for tis mentor, adwsor,
Skeat Nokd furteris te facttatMegah regards Dingl wit te
Jo ¥ condescension resened for e cross-eyed, buck-tboted and
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sock-and-sandalshod, whill Dingl, b ¥ under te em otionalaegis
ofhis homuncubid bwe, harbors for Megalkh am ut dis ke, an active
wish o dohim ham ,from adistance.

Megahk being te f¥ in te ointment of romance Ms a Ms
Mymaby, it is understandab B tat Barry Dingl, whenever te
opportunity present ite F arranges © obsene Mymaby and
Megah togetier - notactuall olbwing M ¢ M, mind you, ginen
docum ented eye-and mobi ly-troub ks, but rater just arranging
© be bcakd, inconspicuous ¥, wherener tey are kel O appear
tgeter.

Opportunities for such obsenation are not few, Mymaby and
Megahk © be seen by Ding k¥ various ¥: sipping four-do Bhr espressos
atNortiam ptons Leftvard H o Cafe ;stroling hand in hand t rough
any one oftie city’s fifly-six used-book stores;wawving a shared ban-
ner at week ¥ alles of te Nortamptn Ant-Nuclar And Non-
A llgned Nations* And Neighbors" A lance, Myrmaby hawving been
recording secretary of NANANANANA since it mid-se\enties in-
ception; exercising togetier on e town common’% pub lc arobics
palstrae ;ett.; and, of course, various ¥ &l ing, confiding, nuzzng,
arguing, being am biguous, alin te bus-refliced Co Bctive Copy
window.

Not © mention patronizing Adam Baum s own Good Things ©
Eat Lid., The Whol Things chief sitdown com petition, a tiny-
windowed estab lshment which Ding®, incurring substantiall pro-
fessionall risk, begins incospicuous ¥ patronizing as we M Ficture
Dingk, in ear¥ 83, hunched, poncho-swadd kd, his cotion pe B&
grimed witt te fbors sawdust, in a Good Things boot as M ¢ M
estab lsh temse bes over a whol-grain dinner at teir usualltab B
directd behind him . They are deep in conwersation. Barry Ding } and
his immoderat bwe K€n. Mymaby seems just 0 haw finished
pouring an am bivalintheart out © Megalk on te subpctofmen
and sex. Ding B ears are aprick , his carrotcak e hardening and pepper-
minttachilng, untouched.

Mymaby, on te Bst Bg ofa redditive narrative joumey, is rexeal
ing, fragi B ¥, wit many stutered pauses, tatshe is errified ofsex.
Thorough ¥ €rrified. She alides o some shadowy bng-ago traum a,
some betrayall te detaill ofwhich Megah, judging from te sym-
pat etic and reinforcing softsounds he keeps making as he chews,
alkeady knows. Barry Ding#'s bwe gnashes it et atBarrys not
knowing whatMegahk knows. Myrnaby’% \oice is tremblng; she
is rexeallng tatshe is, attirty-five, fhwer-chil-pastand all st ll
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echnicall maiden. She staks tatsex hols a great abeit unde-
finab B, €rror forher.

Don Megahk gives Mymaby Trask © understand tathe under-
stands, tathe regards - nay, genuflict o her attitude as one m ore
tan justunderstandab B, dontyou know, butas somehow deepl
sexual-potica® correct He reneall tathe bsthis own inno-
cence atfifeen and has been errified ever since. Thathe Kes in
sexualerror. Thatsex is, by nature, rrifying.

To Ding &% horror he finds him se Fin significantagreem entw it
Megah.

ButwhatMegah is abouthere, Barry is rough ¥ i, is clar. Yes
Ding ks bwe sme B im pending seduction. Ding B searches © rough
his angld ghsses for some reflicting surface in te restaurant
anyting in which t© study Mymaby?'s facialreaction © Megah’s
ineviteh B upcom ing argumens. He imagines her boking down,
rouged wit se IFre\e ktion, dabbing at noting wit a recycld
napkin, smiling hesitantl, grae fu ¥, at Megahs understanding, his
wilngness  share a wuherabily. Yetits te willngness-to-share
gam bit The homuncu bid estab kshes ite Fin an orbit of im poknt
rage around Ding B caned heart

Because Butwonderfull oo, Megah is going on © m use out bud.
H is woice is pocked wit te tiny hesitations of purposefu Bsincerity.
Sex, Megahkmeans. Exen te trror ofsex is, in fact wonderfullin a
trrib B sortofw ay.

Ding B enusions Megah’s de Bcak whit hands cowering Myrma-
by de Bcak whit hands. Dinghk is pall, he blss, staring into te
distantfossi Bofhis dinner.

Because sex allo being, Bts bot be honestwit ourse bes and
adm itit a pretly big ting in tis predom inanth shortand unh appy
e, Megah adds. H ow sad itwoull be © departte coillwitout
&king, as itwere, a bok around at I, © see whats what Sure ¥
sex is one ofte bigwhat in He, 0 be at Bast boked at, no20r so
he €M himse I, he € W her, whenever his perfecty appropriat
trrortreakns o gette best

Ding F envisions cBan binocu breye-contactbetveen M i M.

And its hard o tink ofamore naturalting in tis I, Megah
muses out bud, tan intimacy between aman and awoman who
share mutuallconcems and respectand correctness. Who care. No?
A naturall natural ting. Like te coruscating fbra of autumn. A
cotion Nehru jacketdried on te Ene. A bird whee Ing before a stiff
gust And, irony ofine lictab R ironies, are notte \ery mostnatural
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tings in He ofen te most errifying?Does ... coull Myrmaby
share tis e Ing, s insigh t2This sad, w onde rfu § & rrifying irony ?

Dingk hears Mymaby make a gentl noise various ¥ indicatie
of. agreement, gratitude, adm iration, te recognition of someting
unseen tats been recognized for her. Ding ks bwe wirl, staring
balfull atit blrred refliction in Ding s clan pounding cour-
age-scripted heart

There is e \io Intsound of Megah vacuum ing tie botiom ofhis
ghbss wit astrav. Each of Ding k% eyes contem p kes it refliction
inteoter.

An abso e scutting mink ,hisses Barry Ding b5 b\e.

Pardon“2vhispers Barry Ding k.

This guy is astring exam p# ofamink,says e hom uncu bid.

Amink ?

A tchnicalem for a certain kind of bw-rentphyer in te bw
game, e bwe says; Mink," noun, meaning basical¥ someone who'
sm oot on te outide, butinside st Mbasicall justawease I

Asmoot wease I?

The guy is minkness in motion, says tie bw, and here we sit,
inert Itgoes forashiny metatarsak tip, in te sawdust

Megah and Mymaby exit Good Things. Dingk can final¥ see
tem, far away, tirough te cashiers Ktth round window t which
he's halFrun, Emping. They are detaching te Bash of Mymaby'
Nixon from a Good Things Bash-hook. Disappearing in a direction
opposit tat of CoMctive Copy. Leaving behind a sUIm taill of
Nixon' digestive distress.

The folbwing couplts grapp b into te wee hours of tis early-
Jdine night Mymaby Trask and Don Megalk; Barry Ding ¥ and Barry
Ding ks bw.

F¥-ridden ointn entor not, recallt atBarry Ding b has, as of6 dine,
reorientd himse I, tatte need B of his em otionallcom pass now
point, shakil¥ or not, toward te pol ofaction. Action num ber one
is king p kee righttis minuk, on te m oming of6 dine, as Ding §
sit athis fiberboard TW T desk, absenthis tick gHhsses, com posing
an adwertisement for a new HUne of wheatgerm wit coconut and
dat-dustm ixed rightin. H e hand- kters a fler outlning nutritional
Mirtues and introductory discount. He finishes fler, caps magic
marker, subm it fler © Nige Ifor te correction of doub kd Bters
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and incongruities ofscall, and Bt Nige leditwhil he, Ding R, drift
pensive ¥ trough te store’s bull-ais B, past broad side windows,
past chan sunwashed phstic trashcans brimming with grano ks,
past nut, dried fruit, protin powders, bran-barre I, trowe l, de-
gradab B baggies, scalls, © The Wholl Things frontaldisp by pane.
In te window of tie idlng bus can be seen Myrnaby, ftcthingy
distantatte controBofher Xerox behind e CC customer countr.
The arched-bridge-esque figure of Nixon is 1 be seen ranging over
a spread-outpi b of invalldatd bu Btin-board subm issions. Against
te CC countr Bans Don Megah, flished and shiny, speaking out
ofone side ofhis mout 1 Baum, te Good Things proprietor whose
flers enjoy, trough tie inflience ofMegah, a consisentp lhce on
a CoBctive Copy board whose faciHMies Dingl has nexer had te
gum ptioneven © request

Nige Bpronounces te fler cBan copy. Ding B finds te ting in his
hands, alides © a vague prob Bm wit te copier in The Wholk
Thing’ stock room, and says perhaps he 'Bjustwhisk over nextdoor
 Co Bctive Copy. Nige Imans te TW T con whill Ding B em barks
on whatis possib ¥ historys sbwestwhisk, tiree wide ¢ Hptical
passes at e copy centrs entrance, Bstsecond \eerings, sudden
rexersall of flghtatte com pullion of e homuncubid, who has
onk © feintatDing k% sandall b getit pointacross. The chbsure
of e Mpse num ber tiree sees Dingl pass under te bultin board,
fumb ® between te ol wooden doors two apparentknobs, gbm
final on © te genuine artickh, hear e ching oftie customer be W
and entr te RirofM ¢ M. The phee is hot, fulofte dry chem -
icallwind of roaring copier and ratting autom atic co lktor. Fler in
hand, Ding# stps ower te tortured figure of Nixon and m akes for
te customer countkr.

Baum hawming decam ped at TW TS approach, here is Megak, abne,
under his arm a used copy of Stuart Giberts U ¥sses-guide. Megah
greets Dingh with broad entusiasm, extnds a doub Bd hand.
Ding B hopes very much he won'the chpped on te back. Sme B of
cork and yeastexitMegahs mout ;his eyes are red as certain toes,
a fillgreed road-guide © te stak of post linch rmentation he now
enjoys. Ding B €nse smillng cheeks spasm as two Mymabys Bawe
te copier and approach ;Megabkhas calkd for a bok attis fler of
Ding k%, here. Mymaby Trask is cbse. Two denim skirs, two work -
shirs e pall b e oftired hundry, Xerox aprons, four k nee-socks.
Eyes and forehead framed in tiny dry wrink ks and squeezed in a
kind of tigh tpain againstte hotdine window- Ight butDing# can
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see onl o milly facialoutines t atresistreso lition or rapproche-
ment A customer entrs, as does a unitofspring wind, carrying ©
te countr te rich sme M of Nixon. Megah wrink Bs his nose,
reaches across te pited countr for whatappears © Dingh as te
twin-towered facade ofaBass A L.

Megahk, wit a fburish, introduces Ding # ©© Mymalby. H er hand
is whit and de Icat, ifa bitunsoft Ding B tongue is dry meatin
his mout. Mymaby acknow Bdges Dingl as somehow connectd
wit The Wholl Thing, next door. Megah outlnes Dingl#%s cur-
ricullm \itee for Myrnaby. Ding k brandishes te adwertisement,
request copies. Cost are negotiakd, specifications specified ; Myma-
by reteat © her machines. Nixon snifs wit ominous inkrestat
Ding k% sandal.

Megah comment on te weater, te bus, te hger, te Laffer
Cune’ impact on te whol-grain and dulkimer trades. Large ¥
wit out punctuation. At Basttwo ofhis tree sheet are flhpping.
Dingk can & B standing here atte counkr, fingering te co lbr of
his poncho, tatMymaby is stiBwit in earshot, despit te roar of
Xeroxes, from te unmistakab ¥ way Megahk direct his wice 0 te
wide empty parquetd space between Dingk# and Trask. There are
twine-gnarld subexs here © which Barry is not privy: Megah’s
bud woice is making Mymaby strange ¥ tigh € Bpped ;Ding b w atches
her face expand atte sides. H is bwe tighttns te screws on a digit,
shrieking silinth at Dingld © act, © speak, rexeallsometing of
him se Fbefore tis woman and herm ink ofabeau.

So | see you hawe at Bastone Stuart Gibert, tere, under your
am, Ding# says ©© Megah. | guess I"'BMassume, he says, tatte
Stuart Gibert you hawe tere under your am is matriall for a
dissertation.

Assume away, says Megah, who% been counting heavil on te
source in question and is now disappointd, 1o say not ing of pissed,
 find tatGiberts work onwhatMegahkkeeps caling The Big U’
is justa reference guide, notan anabsis - originall as opposed ©
recapitu ktory, scho brship is notaMegak-strengt .

Assume away, he says;wort Bss, tough, te man vasth ower
ratd, im portant im p Bcations overboked, mere surfaces scratched,
Dedalis’s oedipallpsyche stands unrexealld, tie metam orphosis from
young artist © Te Bmachoid heir a b lnk, his dead bw-obpct a
scho bstic de Btion.

So achalinge, ten,says Ding L.

Orastudy in futilty, smills Megah, Bsswryl tanhe means 1,
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eyeing a red triang # on te Bass botth in som e sortoft ousand-yard
expectation.

Attis pointDing B finds him se Fstaring att e im ages ofFMyma-
by Trask bentreproductinve ¥ ower tie photographic strobe of te
copier. H e makes certain obsenations - muk, inemall ¥rical-
abouther breast, which happen © be budging ah ostgeo bgically
against her worn work-shirg about te hip-induced swe @ in her
denim skirt;aboutte bristh shine ofherwhit Bgs abowe te socks’
woo I Standard m etaph ors are invoked. Now, in a gesture of t orough -
¥ unconscious cooperation, Mymalby brings her righ tank ¥ up be-
hind her and €nds © te top ofa tired sock. Ding ¥ perspires free §.
H is eyes stare intb each oter oner tie bridge ofhis nose. There is a
siniser protrusion near te hem ofa certain poncho. Dingk shift
chser © te protective countr. Megah drinks athis botth. Nixon
didd Bs on abox ofH anmerm i Mbond.

Megah, soaring on te wings of futily's study, waxes nostabjic,
coBgiallH e asks afer Skeat Dingl has notseen Skeat for years,
be lexes him t be out West, IMng on grant. Mymaby ghnces
trough te fhsh of photocopy at te postprandialfoottraffic on
te sidewall outide. Megalh call © her, oW, regarding a Ding -
anecdot, setin te UMass research hboratory of W.W. Skeat, an
incidentdatd 1968. H e says te incidentconcerns Ding k. Ding k%
imm oderat bwe whispers encouragem ent Mymakby% eyes registr
whatcoull be calld intrest Dingl cBars his troat Two Myma-
bys mowe tirough bnking mist toward te countr, tie copier on
autom aticpibt Ding b & .

Picture tis. Itis 1968. Barry Ding F, buming te m idnigh t fliores-
cence in tie basement Bboratory of Skeat, is bentower te special
microscope he, Ding B, requires © fuse a s Blde studied into unified,
eye Bsh-free focus. H e wears awhit Bb-coatand tiongs. H e is using
te microscope © obsene te activities of some routine gemms,
param eciae, in a dropktof salha fron tie mout of a me bnoma
patient The gems swim aim Bss ¥ around, engage in activities.
Ding B obsenes tem . Then,onawhim,

Onawhim,mind you,he says,

he remowes te slde from it clps, uns itaround, reinsert it
and again bends t obsene. H e noks som et ing curious in e move-
ment ofte germs atissue.

Megah be Bhes, incurring te em paty of Nixon. Mymaby betrays
distast, boks back again atDing B, who% st Mcrow ding te countr.

Dingh, in te past in ©e Bb, becomes excied. He tums te
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scope's s lde again. Looks. Sure enough. The germs are swimming
norti. Not aim Bss. Not just around. Norti. On¥ aim Bss if seen
from one angk. Turm te slde, te wilh germs take sharp Bft and
righ &, head due nort again.

Megah chuck Bs. Myrmaby’s four eyes are on Ding K, perp bxed.
Nort “Ahe says.

Notjstaround, Megahsays. The aim Bssness on ¥ apparent

Nort, Ding B says. They swim north. Sense tie ephemerallpul
ofsome deep geobgicmagnet H eed it call

North fortie summer,says Megah

Ding ¥ m anipu ks te hood ofhis poncho. And e wholk on-a
whim insightam ater of perspective, was whatexcies, he says. See?
Look from justone angh: tings seem aim Bss, disordered. Flix
reigns. Change tie ang k: i lim ination. Patiern. O rder.

His bve whips acheckered flhg dow nw ard.

Look ata ting from some variety of perspectives, Ding k says;
input from Bts say even justtwo comple ¥ difkrentangls: see
maters inawhol new Hght poental.

Nort ern expedition, rum inats Megah.

Itw as exciting, Ding ¥ says quieth.

Exceptitwas Skeatwas te one who wrot itup, Megahsays. Got
himse IFa Guggenheim 2 out of it Dingk here gotno credit Skeat
gawe him te academ ic shaft The big m ur.

Dingk smills shy V. Creditnotim portant The insigh tite IFim -
portant Epiphany under col Nght. Beside myse Fwit joy, tat
nigh t

The homuncubid tumbs-ups it approvall recines on a shiny
\entricl, pokshing it fingernai I againstt e frontofit tnic.

Myraby: And now youm anage The Who # Thing?

Yes. Prob Bms in €rms of medicallsch oo Bapp Bcations. FHnances.
Msion.

The Skeattesis, hughs Megah Watch whatyou swalbw, Myma:
b\e.

The re lvant Xerox grinds into autom atic shutoff. Mymaby re-
trienes Ding B originalhands him astack ofwarm noisom e copy.

Fine, fine copies, Ding } says, fllpping trough, wiling himse F
nott squint Myrnaby punches up his bi ll

Megah gestures over atte regiser. Why not BtDing B putone up

2See W.W. Skeat; "The Intrinsic Nortern Orientation of te Paramecium in Neo-
pBsticH um an Salhva,"” Principium Salvab, V2, nos 20 3,19 70.
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onte ol board, Mymaby, he suggess, grinning. A quo for his quid.

Reall a firstrat new product Dingl stammers, gratitude and
resentnenttoward Megahk swirling togeter oil in his heart which
pounds. Excitd aboutte chance to be partof, he says;happy ©
arrange a com p Im entary.

Why not Mymaby says tigh tl, figuring &x.

Ding % imm oderat bwe senses tnsion between tight Myrmalby
and scabrous Don.

I sense nsion here, itsays. Ittkes care of Ding ks poentiall
disastrous poncho-protrusion so tathe’s free at kst o Bawe te
pe Licshe Eeroftie store’s countr.

Thanks,muters are lexed Ding .

No prob Bm, says Megahk. The inevitab B dreaded back-chp de-
scends; Ding ks smaMcoughing fitis alo quashed. Megah and
Nixon head for e restroom . Mymalby rem oves ool from a doub -
bcked drawer marked BOARD, heads for te door, Dingl and
Ding ks b\ inem otionakow.

Dingk stands in sunlight before e com plcatd ¥-cobred bul
ktin board wit Mymaby Trask. H e is dizzy from te ripe distinc-
tive ¥ fminine fragrance tatsurrounds tis sktem¥ woman who
is notunerotic.

Reall a we Medied board, he says; admired it in passing on
counthss.

Mymaby says noting. Wit practiced weezes of a stapk-chw
she amputats a s lck prochm ation for a tram polne-a-ton bene-
fiting te Quebecois Separatist Party, te finall gym nast having
succum bed Jine 4. Ding B wheatgem -and-dustnotice inherit it
position, is stap B-gunned into p kee.

Ding % own personalnotice has been atiracked by two profes-
sional¥ typeset, b hck-and-whit notices tatsitdead centr on te
board’s prized eye- e Brow. The im ages abh ostfocus. H e squint,
covers aneye, reads s bw ¥, transfixed by te foBbwing flers €xt

WANTED: MALE DOG, SETTERRETRIEMVER MIX,
FOR MATING W /1-YR.-OLD SETTERRETRIEMER BITCH .
OBXECT: LUTTER.

PICK OFUTTER TO SUPPLIER,MALE DOG.
ESTIMATED TIME NEXTH EAT, BITCH : c. JUNE 15,19 83.
INQUIRE W ITH IN,MS. M. TRASK, CO LLECTI\E COPY.
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Thatokay?Mymaby asks, sepping criical¥ back from te TWT
fler.

Appreciat it, croaks Ding B, haFstrang Bd by an inspired hom un-
cu bid's sudden appearance inhis t roat

I"Htry O getoversometime, try some ofte germ.

PRase do. On te house.

Myrnaby goes for te doors. Ding B conem p ks t e boards.

Mymaby has paused at bot knobs. She is boking at Dingh.
Ding B sees her. She is ahydra, her dirty-b bnd hair amess ofm utd
Oght Her faces assume an expression. Germs reall know where
north is“Rhe says;swim tere?

Ding k% smik is unforced, tough compEx¥ motivakd. Itturns
outtey do,he says.

| find tatpretly intresting.

Me o.

And itwas justan accident

Pure whim .

She boks pasthim atte street

I"Hhope © be seeing you around tie store shoull you atsome;te
new wheat

She bot nods and smills absentl, disappearing back inside,
Ding B trying o trank hertirough te gss.

The board rusths in a sweetwind, a sysem of circbd squares
around a bu Meyed invitation o mak. The bus re\s atte traffic Ight
Mymaby's outlne reappears on te oter side of te CC machines.
Ding B fbps back © The Wholl Thing, his be Bbotiom s swirling. H e
is clitthing te warm copies o a Btkred chestheaving wit te im-
p Bcations ofw h ath as passed before him .

An abridged history ofte dog Ding k is now buying, k& aftrmoon,
9 Jine 1983:

This dog, a tree-year-ol SeterARetriexer mal currentd in
residence at Pett And More Pet, Nortam pton, is a fine- boking
anim al...

Fine- boking animallhere or what?says te toupee'd Pet And
More Pet sallsm an.

Looks good from here,says abespectacbd Barry Ding k.

... and a poential firstrat petwit, tough 2 (two) fatures
tatcry outfor chssification as Fhw. The firstis an advanced case
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of ocu lbr \enerean substam us,3 a progressive atrophy in tie ocubr
cavty’s web ofmusch tatcauses one ofte dog's eyehall © roll
chaotical¥ in it socket making tie dog bok, more ofen tan not,
cross-eyed.

I sense an affinity between you and tis dog, sir, says te sallsman,
dapper in a checked sportcoatand whit Rater bafers. H e fingers
a flla co lhr specu btive b. Am | offbase ?You fee Bsom e sortof af
finity here by any chance ?

Dingk considers te distantdog trough his angld Bnses. H is
hom uncu bid bwe hys bw, chewing it ownknuck .

Think maybe I do, Dingh is saying. The dog, a \etran of un-
countab k near-purchases, scratches endearingy wit one €ntative
paw atte bars ofit cram ped cage.

The second flw represent te reasonwhy te dog was original
Bt bose atrush hour abng te \aBy% busy Rout 9 by his original
owner, a scho lbr of Korean funerallpotery atnearby AmherstCol
Bge. Inform ation regarding tis fhw is being witthe B from Dingh
atte professionaldiscretion of te petsallsman, who is exen now
working atte bck ofte dog’s receptach, flkshing an uneasy smil
atDing b as te dog, freed, immediat ¥ linges s nering ata Sm it
studentwho stands nearby, tapping on te ghss tank of a com atose
trrapin. The understandab ¥ withe B inform ation: tis tree-year
ol malk SeterRetriener suflers from a disastrous ent usiasm for
te speciallscent unique o te privaks of te human Emak;has
proned untrainab B, unbreakab ¥ in tis regard; Baps witouthesi-
tation, snuffing wetlh, up te skirt of any woman unfortunat
enough © entr te unfortunak orientalsts home. (Imagine your
own em barrassm entas, say, cock tai lhostofa co Bague and his wife,
seatd on divans, over gin, surrounded by som ber dynastic © anog-
raphy, tying © make polle conwersation as te dog seadi ¥ disap-
pears exer farter into te colague’s wife's neter regions, she and
you and te coBague altoo mortified © pulte dog away, since
any such mowe woull signify acknow Bdgmentofwhatis going on,
whill whatis going on signifies tatte coBague’s wife possesses
genitall, wit ascent arealty te suppression ofwhich is abso lite-
¥ key © maintaining te tin \eneer of civi Ization t at separats
te behavor of;, say, you and te coMague from tatof, say, te dog.)
A more comple history woull countnance te dog%s repeatd
oRactory advances at te orientaklsts fministideogram -t eorist

3See, for instance, ph obgraph s E. Dickinson, B. Streisand, JC. O aks.
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fiancee, who eventuall reallzes, not witout horror, tat she is
coming o prefer tem t te potery-schobrs own caresses, and
today be bngs © no fewer tan tree supportgroups. 1982: te dog
is finall te obfctof abandonment, is found and sawed, at rush-
hour by a cruising abandonee-scoutfor Pes And More P&, rater a
m ore high-pressure petshop tan Barry Dingb woull hawe preferred,
butte onk presentpossessor ofamall SR in te whol Pioneer
\A Ry phonebook.

Allo frisky, te sallsman says, getting a head bck on te frantic
animal whose tenaill scrabb® on il as te Smit stdentdrife
off bward tie \enom ous-repti Ik ais k. No shortage of joy de Mwe in
tis animalte sallsman says.

Definit SeterRetrieer mixZasks Barry Dingh. H e eyes te dis-
tant, dulgo M dog w rit ing under a tiny sallsm an.

Word ofh onor.

Sexua ¥ m ature “AntactncIned ?

As te day is bng,sir.

Nam e ?

No nam e. A nam ¢ Bss dog. Be creatie.

The dog barks.

Price 2Ding B asks.

High ¥ negotiab k. Plis necessary canine paraphernalla tirown
inaswe @

Done, ten.

Thank you, God.

Excuse me~?

The sallsman is m aking for a cage- Ined back room , dragging te
dog by tie scruff. Righ thack, he prom ises. \&ccination-check s, paper-
work. .. Price-negotiations m om ents away. H e shut aheaw door.

Moment ker Dingl depart Pe® And More Pets wit: one flla
co lhr;one reinforced m i Mary Bash ;one bag food ; one p kstic craker
ofadish ; one setvaccination papers ; one surprising b cheap, covert
¥ (in te back room) tranquilzed dog, which tot grinning, stoned,
nextt Ding B, one eye on GreatAw akening’s sidewall and one on
his owner. Ding Bk heads forhom e, sandall and pant flpping.

Good man, exhors Dingls imm oderat hom uncubid bw for
Myrmaby Trask .

Thank God, te sallsman repeat for te benefit of PRt And
More Pets® cashier, who uses viokttabns © rem ove ahair from his
checked Hypel

Fine- boking animalte b\ says.
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The purchase by Ding ¥ ofadog, 9 dine, represent partofawhol
broad hom uncu bid-inspired plkn. The phn unfolls ideall tus:
One day nextweek, Mymaby Trask, accom panied by Nixon, Fawes
CoBctive Copy at linchtime, as is her wont She heads south on
Great Aw akening, toward te town common, where her Bnch is
picked and eatn whilk Nixon is encouraged © make comp e
use of e Umitlss facilties. As M. heads soutt down tie broad
Nortiam pton sidewall, Barry Dingll, down te street, tieoreticaly
emerges from a convenientvantage pointand m oves nort on same
sidewall, holing te Bash ofone we Mrestd, Bbidinous, pep-talled
mall SeterRetrie\er. As he and Mymaby begin © converge, Ding i
contrives someting cher - tripping, bum ping in®o te odd passing
spike-haired pedestrian - 1 render his hand p husib ¥ absentone
Bash-hand k. Ding B dog, driven 1o erotic frenzy by i® time in con-
finementand te proxim ity ofa premenses ftmal SR, is on Nixon
ke ashot Etc., butideal® notto much etc., because Barry Ding B
sudden ¥ fibps onto tie scene and extrack uprigh tdog from hunched
bitch before any uninvitd indiscretions are com m itied.

The phnhaving te ideall tree-foll resuktat (@) Dingl is ab ¥
 meetand reestab kh sociallties w/Mymaby Trask w /b te oppres-
sive fh-in-ointment atm osphere tat atends te presence of Don
Megahk, who devots his pre-prandiallhours 1o his antique dukimer
craft; (b) Ding b appears sensitive, conscientious, possib ¥ chivalic,
in rescuing Mrynaby’ dog from droo Ing am orous assau krigh ttere
on tie main torough fares sidewal ; (c) Myraby sees tattie sen-
sitive, chivallic, etc., Ding B is in possession of 1 (one) mall dog of
Justte right Ineage and entusiasm for te bultn boards pub-
Ished assignm ent

The abowe resulk, ten, according © te progctions of Ding k%
homuncubid bwe, Bad wit aritmetic inevitabillty © tie mating
of te two pet, te symbolkm ofwhich Ms a Ms Dinghl and te
increasingy Megabk-dissatisfied Mymaby Trask escapes neitier
party ; tus b a Megak-free connection between Ding ¥ and Myma-
by, one based on m utualanxieties, shared dietary concerns, and te
com m on offspring of teir Nes’ cbsestcom panions (Ding k figures
he beter come up wit a name pretly quick: he%s acquired a cata-
bgue for parent-1-be, and pores nighth); tus © nature Bking it
naturall errifying course. Yes Ding ¥ appropriats te heart, soull
m oderat bwe of Mymaby Trask of CoBctive Copy. Megah is
kicked in te emotionallass. A new Barry Dingl# emerges from te
cracked chrysals of chastity and cbtied hankie - complt, ofte
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worl, fuli Bd, requitd, ordered ofheartand head, sound ofmind
and e. A unified MrynabyDingk homunculls mows stak ¥ and
phmpl away, heading possib ¥ nort, disappearing into a cadet
b lie horizon tatdarkens © a gbam of unity, e€mity, im m oderat
b\we s good nigh t

So, 9 Jine, Dingk maneuvers his dog, ratting wit Dak ane,
Isting exer so s Igh th 1o portor starboard atfem al’s passage, home
witoutm ajor incident The dog eat tree phstic bow B of Furina,
s Beps for senenty-two hours, and estab kshes ite Fin front of tie
€ Ision. Ding b5 b\ bides ik time.

Nigh ttim e, 14 Jdine 1983, Troy, New York, Mrs. Dingk BRes next
Mr.Dingl and dream s tie fo lbw ing dream :

Nigh time, 14 dine 1983 B.C., Kingdom of It aca, te King of
ltaca, phyed in e dream by Ne Bon Eddy, has adream.H e dreams
tata ship carrying a virulint phkgue from te lonian Sea%s sout
entrs tie portof ltaca te folbwing day. He dreams tat, soon
tereafier, plhgue erupt in te kingdom, and ravages it He dreams
tatte phgue exentual carries offhis devotd Queen ofa wife,
p Byed by Mrs. Ding B, and his handsom e Prince ofason, p byed by
te straigh teyed young Barry D. on whom Attic sandall had boked
so darn dapper.

The King of Itaca aw akens 15 dine 1983 B.C. and is so distressed
by his dream tathe brushes aside his Queens advice and neg lct
1 eata good Meditrranean break fast H e summons his RoyalAd-
wisor, phyed here by Don Megalk, which is passing strange, since
Mrs. Dingl has nexer metDon Megah The Advsor ks&ns 0 te
distressed Kings dream. He strokes his we Mgroomed beard. Like
te King, ke alprehistoric pagan-types, te Adwvisor takes dreams
\ery serious ¥ He reflict. Afer substantiall refliction, a flhming
torch of inspiration appears ower his head: he adwses te King
sinpl © stop, on tis day, any ship approaching from te sout
before such ship can entr te portof It aca, © keep such ship far
outt sea, sout, downw ind, and  quarantine it, in order © ensure
tatwhatver is on tis teoreticalship, phgue-wise, stays out
tere, far far aw ay.

Sure enough. By Linchtime, aship, tacking chaotical¥, sporting an
om inous obsidian sai§ manned by a moaning, bubo-studded crew,
appears on tie soutiern lonian horizon. The King sends his most
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formidab 8 Man O* War out© hakte ship, has te ship quaran-
tined, and tien just® be on tie safe side has te formidab B Man
O 'Warite Fquarantined, a lfar far outt sea, dow nwind.

Sure enough. The b hck-sailld ship tuns out © be a \erigb |}
petri dish of plhgue germs. The Adwusors advice 0 keep itoutof
te port boks © be sound. The King, tie Queen, and te big and
strong and em m etropic Prince alre joice over a Bvish supper rich
inhigh-density Epids.

Excepta few days Rer (representd in Mrs. Ding BS dream by te
flitering pallm psest ofaH ¢ Mnistic dai§ pBnner) yes a w days
ker, phgue erupt in te kingdom of It aca. Itravages exen tie more
respecteb B neighborh oods of tie capitallcity. Itexentua W carries off
te devotd Mrs. Dingl and tie binocu br, fine-sandalld Barry D.

Ne Bon Eddy p linges into we BMcoifled despair, nott m ention rage.
He summons Don Megah. The twvo men are 10 be seen facing each
otier, perfumed hankies fastned owver teir mouts and noses, in a
Inen-draped casth cham ber estooned with garbnds ofolhe RBawes,
roses, gar Ic, various herballpropitiations  big-biceped gods.

The King sketches for his Adusor his despair, rage. Thanks
te Adusors adwice, he says, te dream-foreto Bl phgue-ship was
stopped, iso lhd, keptata big-tim e distance. And yethere, in It aca,
as te dream foretol, is some pretty goddam n clar evidence of
phgue. The King demands an exphbnation, hinting tat te con-
tinued connection betveen te Adwusors we BMbearded head and
toga'd body cou i we BMdepend on te force oft atexp hnation.

There is a bng silince whill bott Ne lon Eddy and Don Megah
utilize tie filhy Jdine sunlighttrough te windows*wown Inen ©
presentprofils, respective ¥ agonized and pensive, © Mrs. Ding B
dream Msion. Realll bng sillnce. Then tie Adwsor changes expres-
sion bebw te tatered torch-fhme of a tardy but near-epiphanic
reallzation. He smills asbw smilk, one of sadness as atte ineu-
b I, king te King by te e bow and guiding him confidental} ©
te chambers corner, exen tough no one e lle is around. The
King, boking about, im patienth clars his troatwhill tie Adwisor
fee I de Bcak ¥ athis own.

He aduvses te King: itwas, unfortunat ¥, noting otier tian
te Kings dream itelF tat has brought plhgue B Itbaca, te
kingdom .
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The inenallll:50 © 11:57am EDT, 15 Jdine 1983, finds a tiny per-
centage of e pBnets persons involed in a tiny percentage of te
p Bnets various and ine lictab ¥ m odakituations.

8:50an PDT, Dr. W.W. Skeat, Fu lron, Calomia, driving nort on
te Brea Highway toward an Osco © obtain an esokric brand of
peroxide moutwash, finds himse I, in his car, afflced wit an
enom ous jum ping musck in his righ tbutiock. The musck jum ps,
bouncing him around in his seat Skeatwhimpers;his car begins ©
weawe.

11:50am EDT, Mymaby Trask , Co Mctive Copy, conclides a pain-
racked and I-shouB-hawe-known-flvored conversation wit Don
Megah, professionalstudent, re te issue ofher having entred his
bft Bst night o find a nude Smit postgraduat (actuall one
Pam ¢ h Drax, 25, Itaca, NY) astride Megah’s doub ¥-bearded face.
Megah, athis dukimer work-tab B, perspiring over a ktth brown
forest of b int Bass botths, chims tatithad notbeen as it ap-
peared. Mrynaby responds wit a shri Mexpanded variantofOh sure.
Megah, boking abouthim, Bunches into som et ing abouta contact
Ens bstunder circum stances so bizarre he guesses he couBn'tex-
pectanyone t be Bexe him aboutitoutide an environm entof\ery
speciallsharing and trust Mrynaby Rhughs, cries, inveck. Running
his hand tirough te memory ofhis hair, Megakh allides wit trans-
parent patience © Myrmaby's st Enarrative b-shadowy personal
troub Bs regarding sexualty and men. Fom here tings detriorat
fastr ttan cInkers in fiss. Mymaby hangs up and crum p s onto
te form -feder ofher Xerox. The form-eder col ¥ continues ©
form -feed.

6:51am M T, Patricia Ding B of Rock Springs, Wyom ing, H ypo-
Arctic Correspondent for Geo Magazine, wakes abne inamummy-
shaped bag by adead fire on tie nortern shore of Coronation GuF,
Nort -Nortwest Territories, Canada, o discover tat tie fingers
ofher righthand hawe escaped te bags faully zipper and are frost
biten sold. An odd windy dine snow is faling, Thkes skitering ke
mad insect over tie solld crustofte shore. She boks atte dark
rem ains ofher cam pfire and tie brigh tpoladot of frozen b bod in
herhand's cyan.

11:5Bm EDT, Mrs. Ding B, Troy, New York, sit over a corn as tie
and peach ta and tries © ariculbie an unspeakab b fear © Mr.
Dingk, who is arranging Baders and flles on a tack B box's second
tier.

11:51am EDT, Barry Ding}, Nort an pton, Massach usetk, sans
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g Bsses, awec best poncho and conic cotion s hkcks, Mirks in te
recessed doorway of te Leftvard H o Cafe, st soutt on Great
Aw akening from The Wholl Thing and Co Bctive Copy. H is om i-
nous ¥ frisky dog he B tighthetveen his knees, Dingl is awaiting
tie publc appearance of Nixon and Trask. Courage defined gbws
brightabng his ribs, i Bim inating te ghzed doBk-eyes of an im-
m oderae bwe, siting btus on Ding k% heart, staring straigh tahead
beneat te stady sixty-wattgbw ofa p hn% fruition. The kstofa
she Fofspring rain-cbuds is m oMng away east, carrying wit itte
drepanoid nub ofadescending rainbow.

11:53am EDT, K.K. McFadden, Senographer © te Assistant Press
Secretary © te Presidentof te Unied Staks, Washington, D.C.,
m akes a stnographic error, asserting, in a pre-sum m itstaement®
be read 0 tie Cyrilc media by Press Secretary Speakes, tatte
Presidentis, as he' ieratd time and again, wiling © go tie extra
dipbmaticmil © ensure tatte ®rrib B possibi y ofunclar war
nexer becom es arealty.

11:54am EDT, Mrs. Dingll is atte & Bphone, diallng e Nort -
am pton num ber of The Whol Thing, her heartridden wit a name-
Bss angst

11:54am EDT, Mymaby Trask, an autom aton of distress, takes her
zucchini bread and m inerallw akr and dog and exit Co Mctive Copy,
m ouing sout into te Inchtime sidewall crowds specttum ofhair
and Kabuki paint She fee I humidity, sees a toroughfare’ rising
stam,hears tie briefrusth ofhershe Ered board, sme B ozone and
tie sweetdiese Bofte id Ing pub Ic bus.

6:54pm ADT, Aristoth Onassis, on his yacht, four degrees west
and six nort of Lord H owe Isnd in te Tasm anian Sea, rum inaks
over ace Bry ice athis yachts wethar. H e sitt on a akw ood bar-
stooll The seatofte stoolland te wethars top are covered in an
exquisie cyan Bater processed from te scroums ofsperm whalks
under Mrs. O% personall supendsion. Onassis wirll his icecubes
wit atick finger.

8:54am PDT, W.W. Skeatnarrow ¥ awids contactw it a Trai b ays
bus in te Highways Bft Bne. He shifk on his botiom, raising te
offending ham offtie drivers seat The Trai W ays bus fall in behind
him, te driver honking atSkeats inclned-to-portim age trough wo
hyers oftick gbss.

11:54am EDT, Don Megah rediall Co Mctive Copy, is informed t at
a\ery upsetMs. Trask has Bftfor linch. Megah pee I atte trian-
gu br Bbe Bofam oistbotth, staring atah aFstrung instrum ent
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6:55am M T, Patricia Ding B, eyes rimed wit ice, pake hanging
wit te oystry starlghtofextreme outdoor fear, makes a climsy
incision in tie firstfinger ofher frozenhand wit acamp knife. The
incision is a deep one justheneat te naill She begins squeezing her
fingerwit her Bfthand, moving tie frozen b bod up te finger and
outte incision. The bbod Baws te finger in a brightsolld m ass,
protrudes in an arc into te snow-skitiered and \ery co Bl air. Patricia
Ding B} remem bers her conertpassion for sweetcherry Feezer-Pops
as amil-drinking chill and is sudden¥ unwe Honto tie royallgulFs
s bped shore.

11:55am EDT, Barry Ding B emerges from te doorway ofte Left
ward H o and mows nort on te broad sidewall tbward te tiny,
divergent, duallim ages of Myraby Trask and her He% com panion.
The sidewall before him, aswam wit mohawked women, weak
men in Bater, chiliren in dyed smocks, branches in his sightinto
wo vivd colimns. Dingh makes for te distant root where te
colim ns conwerge, where two Mymabys and tw o incontinent dogs
willcome togeter. His sandall s hp e wetpawvement Ding } tasts
te matrialofhis hearton his tongue. H is whit knuck ks are red ¥
doted wit clnch onhis dogs heaw Bash;hes numb;he does not
fee Ithe dog%s abortinve Ninges atte crew cut Sapph oids passing just
outide Ding % crossed-inward ken as tey whirllon spurred boot,
mostoftem, ghring atte mall animalland eiter saliting as in
Rome or assuming martialare postures. Dingh is blInd o what
passes;he stares straigh tahead;his immoderak bwe’s eyes ro Moer
whit beneat it Ithub.

11:55am EDT, Mrs. Ding B exchanges €rse greetings wit Nige
tmporary he hsman of The Wholl Thing, linchtime. She asks for
Dingh.

8:50-8:57am MT, te Eskew broters, Ronnie and Boone, bot
remanded © te custody of tie Arizona Departm ent of Corrections
for £rms not exceed we Le years, attach a cenerfoll © te back
ofnew inmat Dean-PaullDoy B, age 18, and sodomize him repeat
ed¥ on te fbor of a crowded dom itory in Ce EBbck D, Arizona
Stake CorrectionallFaci Iy, Fbrence, AZ .

11:56am EDT, Myraby Trask m owes sout on te sidewal, see-
ing Kl pasther curtain ofhottears buta miasma of cobred hair,
khaki pant, te twink B ofemergentsun on sing b earrings. H er past
and presentwhirltogeter and yie B a tornado of pain. Nixon trot
cheerfu ¥ beside her.

11:56am EDT, Mrs. Dingl, on te phone, finds herse Fweeping for
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no good reason. Nige Hries o sootie herw it arecipe for gazpacho.

6:56pm EDT, Aristotk Onassis, on his barstooll on his yacht,
sees on te radar dish monitor behind him te \ideotaped face
of CIHT Roberton, speaking on behalF of ATL T, which Aristoth
owns. Roberson boks tan and fit Onassis can see bot teir faces’
reflctions inhis polshed mirror overhis wetbar, onhis yach t

11:56am EDT, Don Megah, waiting for te specialWeat er-Th at
Wood brand she Bhc © dry on a soon-t-be-antique du Eimer, sm ok es
a Dunhill boking outhis workshop window atte whitwashed
New Eng lnd brick walte window faces.

8:56am M T, €n-week-ol Shauna Doy B, O hey, Arizona, Bes on
te carpetofher absentmoters traibr. She sees e sun shine faint
pink trough te uprightear of te whit H usky puppy standing
guard over her as Barry Ding b moves forward into convergence. H is
whit-eyed bwe chant prayers for te IMng. The tams chbse. Nixon,
in new heat, strains atte approach of Ding k% restrained makl. The
chbuds, a dark eastrn b lghton an immoderat b e sky, umb ¥ as
teir commalke nubbin of rainbow hangs tere, indecisive. Myma-
by is bInd. Ding# smills willF as he reaches te colimns* union,
smilng, poor¥ figning a shock of recognition. H e goes into a re-
hearsed stum b k ofidealsurprise - tis time, tough, unideal stub-
bing aswolin e on te poll ofte bus stops tallsign - bosening
his grip on te Engt ofchain. Ding #%s dog is uninerested in Nixon:
it roling eyes bck on a point ustbe bw te denim waistine of
Myraby Trask, upwind. Ding B goes al®©o convincing ¥ for his
hurttoe, how Ong, his righ tfootbroughtup and he B wit bot whit
hands;te Retriener is setfree, it miltary chain asuitors pwe ly.
Itchars abrigh tpudd B in one homy bound. From be bw, te pudd §
reflict upward te notpretly, brigh tred arousallof one mak dog.
Myrmaby stops. Dingk stops. Ding#s dog hangs in mid-air, en-
tom bed in co br, fixed and fused in an unutierab ¥ focus.
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