Letfers

M aters ofSense and O pacity

To tie Editor:

| enjoyed Jhcques Barzun's essay "A Litth Mater
of Sense™ (ine 21). Doubtlss te inflhed jargon of
some conemporary criticism perpetrats a kind of
doub B fraud: a critic trying © sound smarer tanhe is;
a criticallpiece whose demands on readers* patience
and dictionaries are outofaMproportion © reward. But
tere are serious prob Ems in Mr. Barzuns position-
one whose common-sense surface bare ¥ covers a reac-
tionary and kind of reductive approach © te issue of
"sense' in £ch nicalestetics.

Litrary criticism is ite Fan artistic endeavor, and
will naura® sometimes sacrifice transparency for
creative richness; Merary tieory, on e oter hand, is
a branch of estetics, which is essential phibsophy,
and is ofen engaged in honesteffors atsuch rarefied
height tat tings are going © get unawidab ¥ ab-
stract and echnicak Rerary criticism and teory, by
teir natures, operat in diabgue wit art wit each
otier, and wit temse les;such a tangh of reference
and referent cannot but Bad o some occlision and
pro Ixity. Its tie price ofadm ission.

That tere are serious opacity probBms in criti-
cism is clar. Whatough tt be done abouttem, and ©©
whatdegree, is Bss so. "A Litth Mater of Sense™ was
notrif wit corrective options. We m ay indeed erecta
primer-ish set of "sensib B"' criicaltrms and insist
tatgood critics adhere © standard usage. Or we m ay,
as readers and critics and writrs, work © expand te
semantic and estetic horizons of e €ms we now
possess- as te Re (and sure ¥ offensive b ob lque)
Paullde Man did when he revo litionized @ eore ticaldis-
cussions about metaphor and algory by pointing ©
deep context of tieir use tatno simpl fie B guide ©
criticism cou B countnance.

Mr. Barzun's essay was funny, erudit and el
headed. Exaggerak his stance justa bit tough, and
you risk getting a du MO ckham 5 razor. NotaBteorist
are trying © erectwall of im penetrabi iy around te
\ery stuff tey're trying © penetrat. Some might just

be trying © come © grips witt whattey bw. Wit all

his metoricalpower, Mr. Barzun mightdo we B writ

anotier essay, one for us young readers and readees,

one aboutte \alle of coollheaded restraintin critical
housecBaning. There's babies in t atbat w atr, dude.
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