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ou know tis bw story. A galntknigh tespies a fair maiden in te
distantw indow of a forbidding-type casth. Their eyes mee® smok-
ih- across te witiered heat. Instant chemisty. And so good Sir
Knigh tcomes tar-assing toward tie casth, brandishing his Bnce. Can he
Justgalbp up and carry tie fair maiden off?Notquit. Hrsthe’s gott
get past tie dragon, right?There’s alays a particu br¥ nasty dragon
guarding te casth, and te knights alays gotto face and s by te drag-
onifteres o be any carrying off. Butand so, ke any byalknightin te
senice ofpassion, te knigh thatths te dragon, alfor te sake ofte fair
m aiden. "Fair m aiden" m eans “"good- bok ing \Mirgin," by te way. And so
Bt notbe naive aboutwhatte knights real¥ fighting for. You can bet
hes going 0 expectmore than a breaby "My hero™ from te maiden
once tatdragon’s s kin. In fact, te way te story alvays goes, good Sir
Knightrisks He and Ence againstte dragon nott "rescue™ te good-
bok ing Mrgin, butt "win" her. And any knight, from any era, can € il
youwhat'win"means here.
Some ofmy own knigh th friends see tie spectr ofhetrosexualAIDS
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as noting Bss tan a sexualAm ageddon- a Molntend © te casual
camakopia ofte Bsttree decades. Some oters, grim butm ore upbeat,
regard H IVVas a sortof estofour generation’s sexuallm etth ; tese guys
now app kud teir own casualsportfucking as a kind of medicaldare-
devilly tataffims tie indom itebi My of te erotic spirit | cit, e.g., an
upbeat friends recent Bter on AIDS: "..So now nature had inventd
anoter im pediment® hum an re ktions, and yette rom antic urge Ies.
It defies aMeffort- human, morall and viral © extinguish it And
tats a wonderfullting. Itis, in fact, possib B 0 be encouraged by te
human willo fuck, which persist despit alsors of im pediment. We
shaMowercome,so o speak."

Cawvaller sentiment, etc. But | can'the b tinking some of today’
knight sti Munderestim at bot AIDSY dangers and it advantages. They
fai Io see tath IVcoull we Mbe te sallation ofsexualty in tie 1990s.
They don*tsee it | tink, because tiey €nd o misread tie eternalstory
ofwh aterotic passion’s alabout

The erotic willexis® "despit impediment'?Lets go back © tat
knigh tand fair m aiden exchanging Bscivious boks. And here comes te
knight, galbping castBward, mamm ot Hnce atte ready. Exceptim ag-
ine tis time tattere is no danger, no dragon 1 Rar, face, fight, s hy.
Imagine te knights pursuit of tie maiden is Who W unim peded-
tere’s nodragon;te casths unibcked;te drawbridge exen bwers auto-
maticaly, ke a suburban garage door. And heres tie maiden inside,
wearing a Mcorias Secret tddy and crooking her finger. Does anyone
ele here detectashadow ofdisappointn entin Sir Knights face, aslight
anticlm actic droop © his Bnce?Does tis \ersion ofte story haw any-
ting ke the oter's passionak, eroticedge ?

"The human w il fuck "2Any anim allcan fuck. Buton ¥ hum ans can
experience sexuallpassion, sometiing who W diferentfrom te bio bgi-
callurge o m ak. And sexuallpassion’s endured for m i Bnnia as a itallpsy-
chic force in human Be- notdespit impediment butbecause oftiem.
Phin ol coitus becomes eroticall charged and spirituall poentat just
tose moment where im pedimens, conflict, taboos and consequences
Ind ita doub B-edged characer- meaningfullsex is bot an owercom -
ing and a succum bing, a transcendence and a transgression, trium phant
and errib } and ecstatic and sad. Turtls and gnat can m ak, butonl te
hum an w i Mcan defy, transgress, overcom e, bvwe: Choose.

H istory-wise, bot nature and cuBure hawe been ingenious aterecting
im pedim ent tatgive te choice ofpassion it price and valie ; re Bgious
proscriptions ; penally for adulery and divorce; chivallic chastity and
courth decorum ; te stigna of i Mgitim ak birt ; chaperonage ; m adon-
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nafvhore com p Exes;syphils;back-ally abortions ;asetof"m orall codes
tatputsensualty on a thoo- he lwit defecation and apostesy... from

te Mctorians* dread of tie body  ear TVs one-footon-te-fbor-at
alltimes rull;from te autom atic ruin of "faln" women 1 back-seattus-
sBs inwhich girlriends strugg Bd © deny boyfriends whattey begged for
in order © presene teir respect Grantd, from 1996% perspective, m ost
ofte ol sexualldragons bok stupid and crue I Butwe need © reallze tat
tey had someting big in teir favor: as bng as te dragons reigned, sex
wasn'tcasual notever. H istorical¥, hum an sexualty has been adead ¥ seri-
ous business- and te fiercer it dragons, tie seriouser sex got and te

higher tie price of choice, tie higher tie erotic wo kage surrounding wh at
peop B chose.

And ten,whatmusthawe seemed suddenl, te dragons allkee Bd o\er
and died. This was justaround when I was born, e 60s "Rewo lition™ in
sexualty. Sci-fi type advances in prophy ketics and anti-\enereall, fmi-
nism as a poMicalforce, TV as institution, te rise ofa culblure of yout
and it gbnd-inensive artand music, CiM IRigh &, rebe lon as fashion,
inhibition-k i @ng drugs, tie morall castration of churches and censors.
Bikinis, miniskirts. "Free Low." The castB% doors weren't so much
unbcked as bbwn off teir hinges. Sex coull final be unconstrained,
'Y ang-Up™-free, ustanoter appetie: casuall | was oot Bss and incont-
nenttrough mostofte Revolition, butitm usthawe seemed ke instant
paradise. Forawhilk.

I was pre-conscious for tie Revolitions big party, butl got o experi-
ence Tull te hangover tatfolbwed- te erotic mahise of e 70s, as
sex, divorced from mostprice and consequence, reached a kind ofsatura-
tion-point in te cubure- swinging coupls and meatm arket bars, hot
tbs and EST, H usthrs gyneco bgicakspreads, Charle’s Ange I, herpes, kid-
die-porn, m ood rings, €enage pregnancy, Phtos Retreat, disco. | remem -
ber Looking for Mr. Goodbar allitoo we B it grim accountofte em ptiness
and se IF bat ing t ata decade of ram pantcasualfucking had brough ton.
Looking back, I reallze tatl cam e ofsexuallage in a cubure thatw as start
ing b miss tie \ery dragons whose deatis had supposed ¥ freed it

ITI1Ne gottis right, tien te casuallknightt of my own b Bnd genera-
tion mightwe Mcome t regard AIDS as a b Bssing, a giftperh aps bestow ed
by nature o restore some criticall balbnce, maybe summoned uncon-
scious ¥ outofte coBctive erotic despair of te post0s glit Because
t e dragon is back, and cbted in a fire t atcan‘tbe ignored.

I mean no offense. Nobody woull chim t ata Bt alepidemicis a good
ting. Noting from nature is good or bad. Naturaltings justare; te
on ¥ good and bad are peop B various choices in te face ofwhatis. But
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ourown history shows tat for whakewer reasons- an erotical¥ charged
hum an existnce requires im pedim ent 10 passion, prices for choices. That
hundreds of tousands of peop ¥ are dying horrib ¥ of AIDS seems ke a
crue land unfair price 0 pay for anew erotic im pedim ent Butits notobw-
ous b more unfair tan te milMons who haw died ofsyphils, incom peent
abortions, and "'crim es ofpassion," nor obvous I m ore crue b an b atpeo-
ph used routine ¥ © hawe teir Ies wrecked by "faling,” "fomicating,”
sinning, having "i Bgitm ag™ chillren, or geting trapped by inane re I
gious codes in bve Bss and abusive m arriages. At Bastits notobvous ome.

Theres a new dragon 1o face. Butfacing a dragon doesn‘tm ean sw ag-
gering up o itunamed and insulling it mom. And te erotic charge of
hazard surrounding sex and H I\ doesntm ean we can continue 1 engage
in sportfucking in e name of "courage™ or rom antic "will" In fact,
AIDSS giftto us Res in it bud reminder tattere’s not ing casuallabout
sex atal This is a gift because human sexualys power and meaning
increase wit our recognition of it seriousness. This has been whats
"bad" aboutcasuallsex from te beginning: sex is nexer bad, butits allo
nexer casuall

Our sexuallrecognition ofwhatis can startw it tie conscientious use of
protction as a gesture of bwe toward ourse Les and our partners. Buta
deeper, far braxer recognition of justwhatkind of dragon we're facing is
now starting © ke holl, and- far from Arm ageddon- is doing m uch
1 increase tie erotic volage of contm porary He. Thanks o AIDS, we're
expanding our im aginations wit respectt whatis "sexual’ Deep down,
we allknow tatte realaBire ofsexualty has aboutas much © dowit
copu ktion as tie appeallof food does wit metabollc com bustion. Trit
tough it(used ©)sound, reallsexualty is aboutour struggls © connect
wit one anoter, 0 erectbridges across te chasms tatseparake se Les.
Sexualy is, finall, aboutim agination. Thanks t brawe peop #% recogni-
tion of AIDS as a factof M, we are beginning o reallze t athigh ¥ charged
sex can ke phece in allsors ofways we'd forgoten or neg Bckd- 1t rough
non-genitaluch ing, or o\er tie phone, or via te maikin a conersa-
tionallnuance ; in a body’% posture, a certain pressure in ahe B hand. Sex
can be exerywhere we are, allite time. ABMwe need © do is rcaly face tis
dragon, yie Bing neiter © hystrical €rror nor o chillish deniall In
retumn, tie dragon can he b us re Barn whatitmeans © be tru ¥ sexuall This
is nota smalting, or optionall Hre is Btalbutwe need it The key is
how we come ® fire. Its notjustotier peop B youhaw 1 respect H
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