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Micr a¢ Marlre $ tird book ofsh ortfcton, FortW ayne i Se e nt
ont il List hdiana Stres, is a cr dithot b te autos taintand b te
wilhgress ofuniv sity presses © Bke dances conme icialb ouses can'tor
won't This collcton’ queer publhing history is skethed in an autoral
pe B Manifso tatwoull be ostnttous wer te book$ fcton lee Fnot
so good. FortWayre is Sexent on H itllrs Listappar nth comprises an
e arl r Knopfco lcton, Ale and Dead h hdiana, whic &t r Ike Fepe-
sentd a guted \£ 1sion ofMarbre $ origina lproj ct Biograph , a e sty of
tematcal connectd .. soies plyingwit te notons ofstbry and h is by,
questoning te borck rbe wee nfictand fclonwheninte presene offme .
Marbne 5 pre e expllins how te pecs wer coneivd: "Istartdwit a
sy ofan actialpe s0n. Manipu8itng te Bick and te wick #he @ be B
abouttese peopd, lhoped © ceat a kind ofpedestian mytodgy of
hdiana.”" We Btms He ‘fmanipulitng Bct' and ‘actiallpe son™ ae  He
dogwh istlls ©te infinge me ntatbme ys m aprh ouses have e dvatd bre ar
e dibriaktts. By te the Alle and De ad in hdiana came outin May 1994,
Knopf ".. Bwyers had trown outtwo sbres,” oters had had b be
substttd, and te rsufntbook , according © Marbre , e \£ rfi iton alkyll
ince 5" FortWayne is Sexent on i itllis Liste pesent hdiana Unive ity
Pess$ atempto #8tte book Marbre originaBw ot see B teven toug
'Ore ofte stres, fis tyue s tone d by KnopFlwye 15, e m ains in #ga lh bo.”

h a sound-bittn age when mor Americans wath '"Whee Bof
Fortire "tanalkee newok rewscast combined,when c dbrity s royaly and
Bme grace, ter s aweird¥ apposit mowmentin kaltcprose tatmigh t
be calld te FHcton ofi age . Max Appd$ The Oranging ofAm e rica and T e
Propie ters, Jay Canbrs Krazy Kat and Don De LilBS Libra are good e x-
amplls ofa rallm tatiacs te colpse ofdistnctons be teen obj che
rally and pereinved image inb a gorgeous ¢ aos ofcutiake Fe £ nce
and ¢ dctic myt. Realltfcton$ big pb used ofbe © afbrd easement
across unseen and unknown plices and ways © be - bmake te stang
fmikr Today, whenwe caneatTex-Mex wit o opstxs whidl B€ning ©
rap music and wath ing a CBC-cabd newscastofte B:rlh Wall disman-
thg, ie. when jistaboute v iyting off s ke Fas Bmilhr a 8tofte best
raltfconseems bhe €ying bmake te Bmidhrst@ng , and, in so doing,
b rsor whatis 'kalb tee dmensions, b 1 cons tctan e nvionm e ¥
worll outofan ob} ct pe clcd.

Marore s new collcton s a ge nuine adiie\eme ntin tis FHcton of
mage,inte new mytoligy tat string b pulle atte edges of2-D Bme.
hte sory'Pecs,"anevrnamed Colne BBande s de Be s a m onodgue
onhis e b Fandised geatess abngsick te fheraliggways ofa
Midwestdesigned © be ®avised athigh speeds. h "Eve iybody W att ing
and te Time Passing Lke That'James Dean’ high-scookpeed coad
mediats on Deant ¥ and apoteosis and onwh atitmeans © bt inaplc
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Bmous peopdl ar ond "fom."h"Whistlrs Fater"amans Bus feamest
tenage scenttwhohas woubd fding £e bhg h anyting he can'tsee,
discov s and Res history as a parttme acbrin a fonk rbretume d buris t

Whatmakes tis book way be tErtan good is tati®s simufhne -
ous hefEcte ontre diffenteallt I 4. The fistis te prnominat
v bfinage, pubkwut,her mounghs bntd as astidy ofte Midwest
in alkt se Foonsdous ave rage ness, a plle tatunce stnds ite Fas alays
origin and nexerend. Tie second @\ s te collictons filand accurat
e\ocaton of hdiana as plce. Some ofte sbres’' dead¥ accuracy s a
fincton ofgood ol g Bss-cdarprose :

Isaw te Wayne Kniting Mill ®ilmokestd , Wayre buitrgh tinb te
brids. | flw by te ¢ dvabrs, DBwed Main Stetdownbwn and
crclld te courtouse. Tienow rte O @ Fort 8oking de £nse dss, and
te filaton pintwit te ponds. I'DBwed te Maumee fom te tre
mers downstam, sweeping by te ol Studebaker pint Zolker
Pson, allte wie-and-di works, Magnawox. Tien banking up te
bypass, nort, ovrte shopping centrs and mall and teir paring
8%, 0v rEd rid and te cam pus, bmyh ouse .

Butte uncanniness ofte Bndscapescaptie seems intis book ©he more

a spirballtan a tdnicaladievement Mic a EMarline (unlle te

ansplined Wilkm Gass,who 'Immorelle d"” hdiana wh il aw aitng € nure

atPurdue ) is fistand Bsta natwe,andhe has made hdianahis own ha
manne reminisce ntofBee e Pancake wit West\Miginia orW alle r P ity
wit New Orllans.f e is an hdiana bhnedinmare Bus ¥ off and de &ilbs

¢ nvronm e ntand notse ting: wind and soybe ans, fkitb Bd Bnd, sd izoid
tmperaties,e &s by td by Duth ot bmadoes as ke Bion, baske balles

mant@, dine s and singd-car crashes and e nddss road cons tucton and
agribusiness and caske tfcbries and nomally underte wath fikyes of
socio8gis € s tidying nom ally and m unicipalmonume nk wit b#ink plgues

awaitng a Bme suffce ntb cause some emige$ (.g. Deans’, Pounds,
Le ttm an$) e clim aton.

Her te raderis wamed tatte e\xewer, whot fom mral
1Hhois , m igh the pr judice d by sentme nt lkmay be tatsome ofMarbne $
Midwestm poritie willnothaxe te same emotonallesonanc: HBran
EastCoas t 1. If Bre xam pd, you don'tk now tatEc rid is a conglme rat
ofevibme Bhg me atplnt, ortatSpeed Tam is © te Midwes® ne rds
wh atcom put rsce nce is © Cambridge $, t ate #vabrs ae bBrgrain and not
Brpeod,ortatte Maumee Riverhas catfh © die Brand fws inb Fort
Wayne and te St Josept $ and St Mary fom De fance, Ohio ... some of
Marbne § im pe ccab @ de wilhg m igh the juis tdat b you.

Asimilirbutbigge rprobdm wit te sries is tatte same ‘Use-
popu &rf-e nde m ic-fck-aboutte -Bmous™ statgy tatworks so we Bbr
Marbre in te cases ofColine Banck s orEzra Pound orJames De an w ok
#ss we Wit "pub E"fgur s wh o jus tar n'ta ik athm ous. fyou don'tk now
(as Ididn'd tath einich Sa Emannis te guy wh o suppose d¥ discowe e d
Tioy ath issarll, or tatRobe rtWe & Bunded te Join Bird Sock ¥, or
mud ataMaboutte specifcs of John Dibhge s carer, ten sories He
'Sd Imann in hdianapoll’* and 'De ar Joh n" and te im pessionis & 'Bi-
ograph ""ar going © be confising. Tie queston ofiow muad e diton a
fconwritrget © rquie ofiis raderis, ofcourse, e t malf e xe d. And
none oftese sories ae ral} inacessibd. The specalknow 8dge tey
prsuppose is a probdm on# be cause ofFortW ayne $ profssed proj ctin
orde ro *jueston te bordke rbe wee n fictand fconwhenin te pesenc of
fme,"te Bme needs b be suffce ntb com piise a body offactb tans foue
afmilbriy bestange . Tie kind ofallsinve de ®iltatin "Pe s, nngs e
be cause ofwh atwe know aboutte Colire #'hte restom, Iwash my e
and shaw quid & lIhaw vy Rl bead B © ring many be B in
'Sa Imann h hdianapoll™*-"1hav ceatd tis ¢ Bborat E ofls. 1do
tis inordk roone dayscraty inte dirt My Bnguages have onfhe ledme
B inevery bngue™-brher te sorymustwor © ceat te ety "Bct”
Marbne profsses ©'manipult."hpiecs Be 'Sa Bmann...,"when 9 0%
ofte fick hav bbe buitlup, as itwe e, around te d aractrby te nanatw
ite ¥ one wondks whatte big deallis aboutbasing te c aractr on
someore ‘ealinte fstplce .

Th atoccas iona bobs curiy of e £ e ntin FortW ayne is Se\ent on
H itdrs Listis fna®on®aminorprobdm is atiibutbd © te colicton$ tid

#\¢ bfe all € wum ph: a ®ksupe rior e nde ring ofwice and se nsibill. AR
oftese sries ar monolgues,expositon. Ther s h ard§ any dialgue , no
scenes tatae notmediatd tough one cntalld aractrs psyde and
\ice . And Marbne 5 \oices ar supe b, fom te prim sbicsm ofDean$
tadierote tedstbicsm ofPound’ ex-8\erte fatmoter, ©te modest
honesty ofte kidwhopllys 'Whistllrs Fate b te nearsthdeducatd
Gemant Engllh ofSa Emann$ diaries. Itis it Tk Iy © d aractr and
e XpEssion, it intgriy as an actofwitess, tatmakes Marbre $ coBcton
te geatbook M petysur itis. I& medium is, fnal}, dss te projctd
image ofane raorte em otonakarbgraph y ofa ke gion tanitis te tme dss
teme ofpeopd indrcumstnces. Marbre $ peopd ae unigue and 3-D and
wortwh il noton# be cause ofteirstidie d nomally orteirbrushes wit
Bme, butbe cause teyr drawnwit te animatng car whid shee rtalint
canconfrTieyhaw E bratedinbtem ;teirautorhas ghentem and
us agood gift
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